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DATE:		5 September 2012
 
TO:	IGF National Federation Members

FROM:		Robin Bell & Stephanie Parel, IGF Joint Deputy Secretaries 

CC:	Turkish Golf Federation, Administrative Committee, Executive Director, Joint Secretaries

RE:	2012 WATC – Information Prior to Travel
			
PAGES:	2



The IGF and Turkish Golf Federation (TGF) are looking forward to your arrival in Antalya later this month.

We hope the following items will be of assistance in advance of your travel to the World Amateur Team Championships.  Captains and Delegates will receive final information when they register on-site.


Withdrawals
Please see the attached Entry List.  If your country needs to withdraw a team or teams from the championships, the IGF must be notified immediately.  There are several teams on the Eisenhower Trophy wait list and should one or more of them get into the field we would like to give them as much advance notice as possible.  Failure to notify the IGF of a team withdrawal may result in a future WATC entry from that country being declined.  

Also, if your team will be arriving following the conclusion of Team Registration (see attached schedule), the IGF must be notified in advance.  


Istanbul and Antalya Airports

Istanbul – 

Upon arrival at the Istanbul airport, if your luggage has been checked all the way through to Antalya, proceed to Passport Control.  If luggage has not been checked all the way through, collect your luggage and take it to the check-in desk for the domestic terminal before proceeding through Passport Control.

Those countries who are able to purchase a visa at the airport need to do so before going through Passport Control.  In that case, please proceed to the “VISA OFFICE” window located near Passport Control and pay the required visa fee by cash or credit card. For cash payments, Euros, Liras, and US Dollars are accepted.  Please follow the link below for visa fees:

http://www.mfa.gov.tr/visa-fees-at-border-gates-for-2010.en.mfa

All other countries need to have already made visa arrangements.  

After proceeding through Passport Control follow signs to the domestic terminal.  You will go through a security check upon reaching the domestic terminal.  Remain in the central waiting area of the domestic terminal until gate information is posted for your flight on the large monitors there.  Large buses are typically used to transport passengers between the departure gates and the airplanes.

Antalya –

The luggage for passengers who have made an international transfer in Istanbul will arrive at the small conveyer belt against the wall, at the far end of the luggage collection area.  The sign will say “Transfer Passengers Baggage.” 


Airport Transfers
Transfers between the airport and host hotels should be booked by Friday, 14 September to guarantee availability.  To make a reservation, go to  www.worldamateur2012.org; once inside the site, click on “Transfers” on the red menu bar.  If prompted, the password is ‘flag.’  If you have any questions, please contact the 2012 WATC travel agent, Detur, via info@watc2012antalya.com.  (Reservations can not be made by e-mail; reservations must be made through the website.  However, those federations that have already sent their flight information to Detur prior to this website being activated, do not need to so again.)  

Participants who do not make a reservation by Friday, 14 September will be met on an availability basis. 

The Turkish Golf Federation will provide complimentary transportation to the official team players, captains, delegates, IGF officials, and referees. All others will be required to pay 40 Euros per person at the WATC welcoming desk at the Antalya airport for their transportation (round trip).  Payment can be made by cash.  Participants who choose not to stay at the official hotels will need to make their own arrangements for transfers to and from the airport.


Driving
Anyone driving their own vehicle should be aware that proof of hotel guest registration may be required at the security entrances to the hotels.  

Similarly, a parking pass will be required at the security entrances to the golf courses.  These parking passes may be obtained from the Turkish Golf Federation at Team Registration.  Security will be advised that some teams may arrive by private car the first days of Team Registration.  


Practice
Practice round starting times will be assigned by the IGF and can not be reserved in advance.  You will receive these times upon arrival at Team Registration; they will also be posted at the golf courses.


Footwear
The WATC courses in Turkey are “spikeless;” therefore, metal spike shoes will not be permitted.  Any player arriving at the course with metal spike shoes will be required to have the spikes changed to an alternative material for a nominal fee.


Delegates & Duffers
As Delegates & Duffers will be played in advance of the Biennial Meeting this year, be sure to check in at Team Registration or with the IGF Office at any course in advance.  As a reminder, only Delegates to the Biennial Meeting may participate in the Delegates & Duffers event.


Captains & Delegates Reception
This reception will be held at the ancient Perge Theater, approximately 30 minutes  from the hotels, on Friday 28 September, at 6:30 pm.  Transportation will be provided.  Further detailed information will be available on site at Team Registration and at the TGF Office at Gloria Golf Club.   


Future Sites
The bidding countries for the 2016 WATC, Colombia and Mexico, will be presenting their bid information on 29-30 September at Gloria Golf Club, and 1-2 October at Antalya Golf Club.  The Japan Golf Association will also have a desk at these locations for information regarding the 2014 WATC.


Currency Exchange / Payments
The local currency is the Turkish Lira, though Euros are widely accepted.  Payments made at Team Registration for caddies and Gala/Farewell Dinner guests are due in Euros (cash).   Currency can be exchanged at the airport.  The hotels can also exchange most currencies.  ATMs are located outside the main gates of the Cornelia Diamond hotel and the Gloria Golf Resort.  Accessing ATMs otherwise will likely require a taxi, so please plan accordingly.  


Travel Desks/Recreational Golf
For those wishing to make travel and tourism arrangements, or play golf while in Antalya, please contact the Official 2012 WATC Travel Agency, Detur, at +90 212 347 4630, or e-mail to info@watc2012antalya.com.   Detur travel desks will also be located at each hotel.



Contact Number 
Should you have any challenges during your travels that will cause a delay, please contact Detur at +90 212 347 4630, or e-mail to info@watc2012antalya.com.  Should you need to contact the TGF, please call Mr. Hakan Gerlek, +90 (539) 219 92 17.  
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