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Education program of the Spanish Golf Federation:

This visit has been most revealing as the educational opportunity the Federation provides for the top interns and students.  Your are to be complemented.  As I understand your program, top quality individuals who have attained a college degree ( 4 – 5 year Agricultural engineering [agronomy]) are hired to work on the Federation golf course for a period of at least one year to attain experience on the golf maintenance operations and develop good work ethics.  Once completed the top individuals are granted a scholarship to Michigan State University’s two year turf program.  The scholarship is administered through the Golf Course Superintendents Association of American and is for a two year period only.  Funds approximately $22,000 per year and you support up to three students (each year?).  

You have expressed interest in developing a similar relationship with Texas A&M University to accommodate the exposure to warm season grasses, as Michigan State is on cool season grasses.   A major difference between the two programs (MSU vs Texas A&M) is the duration of programs.  Since the students all ready have and equivalent to a B.Sc. degree for a Spanish University, it may be possible to enter the student into a two Master of Science (research) or Master of Agriculture (applied) program rather than a certificate two year program.  Students entering this Master program will have to meet specific academic requirements and admission standards for a graduate program and these requirement will have to be determined and defined over the next few months.  A major difference is the Master Degree (either Master of Science, or Master of Agriculture) is a professional degree from which higher expectations are warranted from its graduates.  That is not to say the MSU program is of lesser quality, the degree programs are substantially different although the content, exposure, education will provide a level to expect the graduates to be the future leaders of the industry and among your top students.  Possibly one should also consider enlisting the top graduates from the MSU program as well as your very best incoming interns.  

I will pursue the necessary contacts with the Head of the Soil and Crop Science Department, Dr. David Baltensperger and one or more of our Academic professors in Turfgrass Science on the Texas A&M University Campus.  Search for Aggieturf on the internet and it will take you to the departmental web site.  Individuals of specific interest on campus will include:  Dr. Kurt Steinke and Dr. Richard White of the teaching faculty.  Numerous areas of concentration are available in basic agronomics, turfgrass physiology, turfgrass management, soils physics, soil chemistry, irrigation technology so the interest of the student is also important and the area of education.

Further, I would recommend that with the tremendous investment that the Federation makes in these students is to consider these individuals as your future teachers and trainers as well.  We in America can help with training the trainers, but the Federation is in a powerful position to engage this newly developed educational resource to further the golf industry and always with continued support and interest from us. 
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