TURFGRASS MANAGEMENT

1. HISTORY OF TURFGRASS
A. INTRODUCTION
· Turf is blessing of nature - service and beauty.

· Turfgrass is functional, ornamental and recreational.


B. Earliest usage
· Biblical reference: Genesis 1(11-12)

· Persian Kings 531-579 AD

· Europe 1300’s bowls                                      

1500’s bowling green (first intensive turf).

· 1665 john Rea recommended a way to prepare a bed, select sod, harvest and transport.

· Golf Turf Care

1754 Royal & Ancient Golf Club ($ for tee times)

· Superintendent

    Late 1700’s first greenkeepers


Green referred to the whole golf course.

1820 Alex Monroe Aberdeen Golf Links, he had salary reduced from 4lbs to 3 lbs.

· Golf in US
USGA founded 20th Century (1894).

· St. Andrews – NY

· Newport CC – RI

· Shennecock Hills – NY

· The Country Club – MA

· Chicago Golf Club – IL

C. TURFGRASS RESEARCH

Before 20th Century

· Cutting heigh primarily controlled by animals.

· Mechanical push mowing machine.

1830 Edwing Budding (England).

First turf research
· 1880 WJ Beal, Mich. Ag. Exp. Station.

· 1886 JB Olcott, Conn. Ag. Exp. Station.

· Rhode Island Ag. Exp. Station – 1st Turf research Station.

· USDA 1908, Piper & Oakley – Sand greenes

Began formal research in 1916.

· Green Section joined USDA in 1921.

· National Association of Greenkeeper 1926 (now GCSAA).

· Early turfgrass research programs
· Penn State HB Musser.

· Texas A&M.

· MSU.

· U. Massachusetts.

· Florida.

· UCLA?

· Purdue.

Advances in turfgrass culture 

· Improved Turfgrass Cultivars (Varieties).

· Pesticides (2.4D).

· Specific Fungicides and Insecticides.

· Fertilizers.

· Synthetic.

· Slow release.

· Mechanization of cultural practices.

· Mowing.

· Fertilization.

· Irrigation.

· Pesticide application.

· Cultivation.

· Aquacide.
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