TURFGRASS MANAGEMENT


14. warm season grasses: centipedegrass (eremochloa ophiuroides)
A. centipedegrass (eremochloa ophiuroides)
Introduced in US from China in 1916 by Frank Meyer.
Description
· Common name: Centipedegrass.

· Scientific name: Eremochloa ophiuroides.

· Characteristics:

· Vernation: Folded.

· Venation: 
· Ligule: Short membrane with fringe of hairs.

· Collar:
· Auricle: Absent.

· Leaf tip: Flat, hairy edges.

· Cutting height: 1.0 – 2.0 inches.

· Growth habit: Stoloniferous.
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Adaptation
· Slow growing. 

· Poor wear tolerance and recuperation (only Zoysia is slower). 

· Will survive in cooler portions of warm humid zone. 

· Drought tolerance less than bermudagrass (limited root system). 

· 2 lb N/1000 ft2/year (more will cause problems). 

· Will show iron deficiency. 

Uses            
· Home Lawns.

· Areas with little traffic and low maintenance.

Cultivars

· Oklawn.
· Tenessee hardy.
Insects
Relatively free of insect problems.
Notes

· Lazy man grass, low maintenance.
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