TURFGRASS MANAGEMENT

9. Post Planting Care
a. Irrigation

very important to keep the moisture in surface of soil in hot/dry days. Irrigate short and continuous. For example, 2 minutes 10 times a day.

Only care about 1” of the top soil for water.

Seeds needs water to germinate.

Frequent and light during germination.

Less frequent and heavier after establisment.


Causes of seed failure
· Depth.

· Crust. 

· Fertilizer and pesticide damage.

· Insect or disease (damping off) Pythium. 
· Saline soil. 
· Weak seed. 
· Inhibitors. 
· Impermeable seed coats. 

b. Fertility

Fertility Guidelines

· Apply light frequent amounts depending on soil type and irrigation.

· Remember the plant can only use what it can contact.

· Solubility is key.

c. Weed control

· Avoid as long as possible

· Broadleaf control, first mowing.

· Grassy weed control, second mowing.

· Siduron, only selected preemergent.

Quinch chlorac, success on young plants for taking out annual grasses.

d. Mowing 

· Mow when turf and soil surface are dry.

· Maintain 1/3 rule.

· Sharp mower is critical.

· Mowing should be initiated when the new shoots reach a height of as low as ¾ inch, or much higher, depending on turfgrass species and the intensity of culture planned for the turf.
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e. Traffic
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f. Topdressing

· Begin topdressing before second mowing.

· Only topdress with material with equal or greater pore size.

· Not all turfs require topdressing.

· His practice is primarily designed to favor the development of turfs composed of stoloniferous turfgrasses.

· Topdressing favors the growth of roots and aerial shoots from nodes along the stolons.
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