TURFGRASS MANAGEMENT LABORATORY

3. COOL SEASON TURFGRASS IDENTIFICATION: BLUEGRASS/RYEGRASS 
A. kentucky bluegrass (poa pratensis)

Description
· Common name: Kentucky bluegrass.

· Scientific name: Poa pratensis.

· Characteristics:

· Vernation: Folded.

· Venation: Smooth, mid-rib.

· Ligule: Membranous, short.

· Collar: Broad, divided.

· Auricle: Absent.

· Leaf tip: Boat shaped.

· Cutting height: 0.75 – 2.5 inches.

· Growth habit: Rhizomatous.

Notes/Uses

Golf course roughs and fairways, home lawns, athletic fields, general purpose sites.

B. ANNUAL BLUEGRASS (POA ANNUA)

Description

· Common name: Annual bluegrass.

· Scientific name: Poa annua.

· Characteristics:

· Vernation: Folded.

· Venation: Smooth, mid-rib.

· Ligule: Membranous, long.

· Collar: Broad, divided.

· Auricle: Absent.

· Leaf tip: Boat shaped.

· Cutting height: Most aggressive at heights less than 1 inch.

· Growth habit: Depends, there are two subspecies:

· Poa annua var. annua: Bunch type. Annual.

· Poa annua var. reptans: Stoloniferous. Perennial.

Notes/Uses

Moist, fertile, neutral to slightly acid soils tends to out compete other grasses in compacted soils.

C. ROUGH BLUEGRASS (POA TRIVIALIS)

Description

· Common name: Rough bluegrass.

· Scientific name: Poa trivialis.

· Characteristics:

· Vernation: Folded.

· Venation: Smooth, mid-rib.

· Ligule: Membranous, medium.

· Collar: Broad, divided.

· Auricle: Absent.

· Leaf tip: Boat shaped.

· Cutting height: 0.5 – 1.0 inches or slightly higher.

· Growth habit: Weakly stoloniferous.

Notes/Uses

Overseeding in south/transition zone, good shade tolerance.

D. CANADA BLUEGRASS (POA COMPRESSA)

Description

· Common name: Canada bluegrass.

· Scientific name: Poa compressa.

· Characteristics:

· Vernation: Folded.

· Venation: No.

· Ligule: Membranous, short, truncate.

· Collar: Narrow, divided.

· Auricle: Absent.

· Leaf tip: Boat shaped.

· Cutting height: 3.0 – 4.0 inches.

· Growth habit: Weakly rhizomatous.

Notes/Uses

Soil conservation, highway grass to help with erosion.

E. SUPINA BLUEGRASS (POA SUPINA)

Description

· Common name: Supina bluegrass.

· Scientific name: Poa supina.

· Characteristics:

· Vernation: Folded.

· Venation: Smooth, mid-rib.

· Ligule: Membranous, short, truncate.

· Collar: Narrow.

· Auricle: No.

· Leaf tip: Boat shaped.

· Cutting height: 0.25 – 2.5 inches.

· Growth habit: Stoloniferous.

Notes/Uses
Athletic fields, golf courses all areas, high traffic areas, excellent cold and traffic tolerance.

f. perennial ryegrass (lolium perenne)

Description
· Common name: Perennial ryegrass.

· Scientific name: Lolium perenne.

· Characteristics:

· Vernation: Folded.

· Venation: Prominent.

· Ligule: Membranous, short.

· Collar: Broad, divided.

· Auricle: Rudimentary.

· Leaf tip: Sword shaped, shing back ride.

· Cutting height: 0.5 – 2.5 inches.

· Growth habit: Bunch type.

Notes/Uses

Very rapid stablishment, high lignin content requires sharp mower blades, athletic fields, home lawns, golf courses, general purpose turf, grass used for overseeding in the south, germinate very quickly.

G. ANNUAL RYEGRASS (LOLIUM MULTIFLORUM)

Description
· Common name: Annual ryegrass.

· Scientific name: Lolium multiflorum.
· Characteristics:

· Vernation: Rolled.

· Venation: Prominent.

· Ligule: Membranous, short.

· Collar: Broad, continuous.

· Auricle: Long, clasping.

· Leaf tip: Lony, trapered.

· Cutting height: Greater than 1.5 inches.

· Growth habit: Bunch type.

Notes/Uses

Less tolerant of temperature extremes than lolium perenne.

H. SIX MORPHOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS AND PERENNIAL RYEGRASS

	KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS
	PERENNIAL RYEGRASS

	Mid-rib
	No mid-rib

	Not reddish at base
	Reddish at base

	Rhizomatous
	Bunch type

	No glossy backside
	Glossy backside

	No prominent venation
	Prominent venation

	Auricles absent
	Auricles present
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