TURFGRASS MANAGEMENT LABORATORY

4. COOL SEASON TURFGRASS IDENTIFICATION: BENTGRASS/FESCUE
A. COLONIAL BENTGRASS (AGROSTIS TENUIS)
Description
· Common name: Colonial bentgrass.

· Scientific name: Agrostis tenuis.

· Characteristics:

· Vernation: Rolled.

· Venation: Prominent.

· Ligule: Membranous, long, truncate.

· Collar: Narrow.

· Auricle: Absent.

· Leaf tip: Acute.

· Cutting height: 0.3 – 0.8 inches.

· Growth habit: Stoloniferous, rhizomatous and bunch type.

Notes/Uses

Fairways, tees, fine textured turfs.

b. creeping bentgrass (agrostis palustris or agrostis stolonifera)

Description
· Common name: Creeping bentgrass.

· Scientific name: Agrostis palustris or Agrostis stolonifera.

· Characteristics:

· Vernation: Rolled.

· Venation: Prominent.

· Ligule: Membranous, long, acute to oblong, notched.

· Collar: Narrow to broad, oblique.

· Auricle: Absent.

· Leaf tip: Acute.

· Cutting height: 0.1 – 0.5 inches.

· Growth habit: Stoloniferous.

Notes/Uses

Greens, tees, fairways, closely mown turf moist, fertile, acid-slightly acid soils.

c. tall fescue (festuca arundinacea)
Description
· Common name: Tall fescue.

· Scientific name: Festuca arundinacea.

· Characteristics:

· Vernation: Rolled.

· Venation: Prominent.

· Ligule: Membranous, short, very blunt.

· Collar: Broad, divided.

· Auricle: Rudimentary.

· Leaf tip: Acute.

· Cutting height: > 1.5 inches.

· Growth habit: Bunch type.

Notes/Uses

Good heat and drought tolerance, good wear tolerance lawns, roughs, athletic fields.
d. chewings fescue (festuca rubra var. commutata)

Description
· Common name: Chewings fescue.

· Scientific name: Festuca rubra var. commutata.

· Characteristics:

· Vernation: Folded.

· Venation: Deeply ridged, prominent veins.

· Ligule: Short, truncate.

· Collar: 

· Auricle: Absent.

· Leaf tip: Acute.

· Cutting height: 1.5 – 2.0 inches.

· Growth habit: Bunch type.

Notes/Uses

Often mixed with Poa pratensis, lawns, roughs, better shade tolerance than creeping red fescue.

e. creeping red fescue (festuca rubra var. rubra)
Description
· Common name: Creeping red fescue.

· Scientific name: Festuca rubra var. rubra.

· Characteristics:

· Vernation: Folded.

· Venation: Deeply ridged, prominent veins.

· Ligule: 

· Collar:

· Auricle: Very short, truncate.

· Leaf tip: Acute.

· Cutting height: 1.5 – 2.0 inches.

· Growth habit: Rhizomatous.

Notes/Uses

Moderate shade tolerance, good in droughty, infertile, acid soils.
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