TURFGRASS MANAGEMENT LABORATORY

6. WARM SEASON TURFGRASS IDENTIFICATION
A. common bermudagrass and african bermudagrass (cynodon dactylon and cynodon transvalensis)

Description
· Common name: Common bermudagrass and African bermudagrass.

· Scientific name: Cynodon dactylon and Cynodon transvalensis.

· Characteristics:

· Vernation: Folded.

· Venation: 

· Ligule: Fringe of hairs, pubescence.

· Collar: Narrow.

· Auricle: Absent.

· Leaf tip: Sharp, pointed.

· Cutting height: 0.25 – 1.0 inches.

· Growth habit: Rhizomatous and Stoloniferous.

Notes/uses

· Intolerant of shady conditions. 

· Excellent establishment, recuperative potential and wear tolerance. 

Cultivars

· Tifdwarf, Tifgreen, putting greens and tees. 
· Tifway, fairways and tees. 
· Midiron, Quickstand, Santa Ana, athletic fields. 
· GN-1. 
· Tifsport. 
· Wide range of variability.
b. JAPANESE LAWNGRASS, MANILAGRASS AND MASCARENEGRASS (ZOYSIA JAPONICA, ZOYSIA MATRELLA AND ZOYSIA TENUFOLIA)

Description
· Common name: Japanese lawngrass, Manilagrass and Mascarenegrass.

· Scientific name: Zoysia japonica, Zoysia matrella and Zoysia tenufolia.

· Characteristics:

· Vernation: Rolled.

· Venation: 

· Ligule: Fringe of hairs, pubescence.

· Collar: Continuous with long hairs.

· Auricle: Absent.

· Leaf tip: Sharp, pointed.

· Cutting height: 0.5 – 1.0 inches. Higher cause excessive thatch.

· Growth habit: Rhizomatous and Stoloniferous.

Notes/uses

· Mowing is difficult, thought leaves.
· Need sharp blades/reels.
· Very good shade tolerance.
· Zoysia matrella, lawns.
· Zoysia japonica, golf courses and lawns.
· Zoysia tenufolia, putting greens.
c. ST. AUGUSTINEGRASS (STENOTAPHRUM SECUNDATUM)
Description
· Common name: St. Augustinegrass.

· Scientific name: Stenotaphrum secundatum.

· Characteristics:

· Vernation: Folded.

· Venation: 

· Ligule: Short fringe of hairs, pubescence.

· Collar: Continuous.

· Auricle: Absent.

· Leaf tip: Wide blade, boat shipped tip.

· Cutting height: 1.5 – 2.5 inches.

· Growth habit: Extensive Stoloniferous.

Notes/uses

· Best shade tolerant warm season grass. 

· St. Augustine decline virus (SADV) and chinch bugs. 

Cultivars

· Bitter blue.

· Raleigh.

· Seville.

d. centipedegrass (eremochloa ophiuroides)
Description
· Common name: Centipedegrass.

· Scientific name: Eremochloa ophiuroides.

· Characteristics:

· Vernation: Folded.

· Venation: 

· Ligule: Short membrane with fringe of hairs.

· Collar:

· Auricle: Absent.

· Leaf tip: Flat, hairy edges.

· Cutting height: 1.0 – 2.0 inches.

· Growth habit: Stoloniferous.

Notes/uses

· Poor wear tolerance and recuperation (only Zoysia is slower). 

· Lazy man grass, low maintenance.
Cultivars

· Oklawn.

· Tenessee hardy.
e. BAHIAGRASS (PASPALUM NOTATUM)
Description
· Common name: Bahiagrass.

· Scientific name: Paspalum notatum.

· Characteristics:

· Vernation: Folded or rolled.

· Venation: 

· Ligule: Membranous, pubescence.

· Collar:

· Auricle: Absent.

· Leaf tip: Flat.

· Cutting height: 2.0 – 5.0 inches.

· Growth habit: Rhizomatous and Stoloniferous.

Notes/uses

· Central Florida.

Cultivars

· Argentine.

· Pensacola.
f. SEASHORE PASPALUM (PASPALUM VAGINATUM)

Description
· Common name: Seashore paspalum.

· Scientific name: Paspalum vaginatum.

Notes/uses

· Salinity tolerance and resistance.

· Golf courses, putting greens.

G. KIKUYUGRASS (PENNISETUM CLANDESTINUM)
Description
· Common name: Kikuyugrass.

· Scientific name: Pennisetum clandestinum.

· Characteristics:

· Vernation: Folded.

· Venation: 

· Ligule: Fringe of hairs, pubescence.

· Collar:

· Auricle: Absent.

· Leaf tip: Flat, hairy on both surfaces.

· Cutting height: 0.3 – 1.0 inches.

· Growth habit: Rhizomatous and Stoloniferous.

Notes/uses

· Southern California.

· Form very dense turf.

Cultivars

· Analogous to Poa annua.

H. BUFFALOGRASS (BUCHLOE DACTYLOIDES)
Description
· Common name: Buffalograss.

· Scientific name: Buchloe dactyloides.

· Characteristics:

· Vernation: Rolled.

· Venation: 

· Ligule: Fringe of hairs.

· Collar:

· Auricle: Absent.

· Leaf tip: Hairy on both surfaces.

· Cutting height: 0.5 – 1.5 inches.

· Growth habit: Stoloniferous.

Notes/uses

· Low maintenance.

· Low water.

· Low fertilizer.

· Good drought tolerance.

· Slow growing.

· Alkaline soils.

· nature of North America.
Cultivars

· Texolea.

· Prairie. 
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