HANCOCK TURFGRASS RESEARCH CENTER

CARLOS V. PEREZ

The Hancock Turfgrass Research Center is present at Michigan State University thanks to the donation of Mr. Hancock.

The Director of the center, Mark Collins, explains to us, that the center has ten acres of extension, and it is divided in ten different parts of one acre each part. In each part they research one different turfgrass in different conditions of irrigation, fertilizers and other factors.

Mark Collins talks about the machines that the center always uses, and he said that they use Toro, John Deere and Jacobsen, all the machines are changed every year, and the brands always help at the center to continue the research about turfgrass.

The general manager of irrigation, Frank, talked about the two different systems of irrigation that the center uses, one of these systems is the Toro Site Pro 2000 and the other system is Rain Bird Cirrus. Frank says that both systems give excellent results and for him it is very difficult to choose one of them.

Then with Dr. Nikolai, we saw the different turfgrasses in the different areas, with the different cutting heights, different systems of irrigation, and other conditional factors.

The system that is interesting at the center is how they measure the quantity of fertilizer that the turfgrass needs and the depth of the   fertilizer in the soil.

In the greens areas, we saw the different slopes of a green, the drainage system, and how the water was classified in three categories.

Very interesting was the special verticut system that was used in one green, Dr. Nikolai and I, agree that this system is not a good system because you do not play in the greens for a few days and this is not possible for most golf courses in the world.

And finally, we saw a very interesting machine that was a traffic simulator, and with this machine the center studies the traffic tolerance of different turfgrasses.

