TURFGRASS MANAGEMENT

10. Turfgrass Propagation
a. Sod vs. Seed

· Disadvantages:

· Very expensive.

· No bunch types.

· Advantages:

· Instant turf cover.

· Uniformity is high.

· Larger timing window.

· As long as soil is not frozen.

Types of Sodding

· Conventional Sod.

· Advantages:

· Relative low cost.

· Instant green.

· Relatively intact plant, destroy part of the roots.=

· Disadvantages:

· Soil layering issue.

· Weight.

· Washed

· Advantages:

· No soil layering issues.

· Lighter weight.

· Disadvantages:

· Cost higher than conventional.

· Exposed plant, more risk to burn the sod or the grass.

Very important is that in the conventional ssystem is necessary add more soil and is possible to have black layer because add soil with less porosity.

· Sod on plastic.

· Advantages:

· No soil layering issues.

· Lighter weight.

· Plant no exposed.

· Disadvantages:

· Cost.

· Availability.

You do not need machines to cut the sods, because the sod is free because the root do not penetrate.

Don’t care the specie that use because all of this don’t penetrate in the plastic.

b. Sprigs

· Sprigging, vegetative planting by placing a rhizome, stolon, or tiller in a furrow or small hole.

· Advantages, preemergent don’t work against sprigs/stolons.

· Disadvantages, shelf-life.

· Stolonizing, vegetative planting by spreading stolons over a prepared soil and covering with topdressing or rolling. 
This is the most vegetative establisment method that everybody use for warm season grasses.

1 single plant every 6” in a hole.

c. Plugs

Is planting turf sections that vary in size. The most common plugging method involves the use of square or circular plugs measuring approximately 2 inches across and 2 inches deep.
d. Reasons for Turf Renovation

· Weed species

· Weed controlled with selective herbicides.

· Perennial grassy weeds.

· Excessive thatch.

· Soil layers or compaction.

· Damage from insects or diseases.

· Combination of above factors.

e. Keys to Successful Renovation

· Identify problem and best solution.

· Remove unnecessary establishment steps.

· Change management style to prevent problem from returning.
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