TURFGRASS MANAGEMENT


13. warm season grasses: ST. AUGUSTINEGRASS (STENOTAPHRUM SECUNDATUM)
A. ST. AUGUSTINEGRASS (STENOTAPHRUM SECUNDATUM)
Native of West Indies.
Description
· Common name: St. Augustinegrass.

· Scientific name: Stenotaphrum secundatum.

· Characteristics:

· Vernation: Folded.

· Venation: 
· Ligule: Short fringe of hairs, pubescence.

· Collar: Continuous.
· Auricle: Absent.

· Leaf tip: Wide blade, boat shipped tip.

· Cutting height: 1.5 – 2.5 inches.

· Growth habit: Extensive Stoloniferous.
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Adaptation
· Limited to Southern California and Gulf Coast. 

· Very poor cold tolerance. 

· Likes moist sandy soils. 

· Best shade tolerant warm season grass. 

· Medium wear tolerance with good recuperative potential.
· Will exhibit iron deficiency. 

· St. Augustine decline virus (SADV) and chinch bugs. 

· Not tolerant to 2,4D.
Uses            
· Golf courses, roughs.
· Lawns.

· Shaded areas.

Cultivars

· Bitter blue.
· Floratam, resistance SADV but poor in shade.

· Floratine.

· Raleigh, resistant to SADV.

· Seville, resistant to SADV.
Diseases

· Brown patch.

· Dollar spot.

· Gray leaf spot. 
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