TURFGRASS MANAGEMENT


17. warm season grasses: KIKUYUGRASS (PENNISETUM CLANDESTINUM)
A. KIKUYUGRASS (PENNISETUM CLANDESTINUM)
Introduced from Africa in 1920.
Description
· Common name: Kikuyugrass.

· Scientific name: Pennisetum clandestinum.

· Characteristics:

· Vernation: Folded.

· Venation: 
· Ligule: Fringe of hairs, pubescence.

· Collar:
· Auricle: Absent.

· Leaf tip: Flat, hairy on both surfaces.
· Cutting height: 0.3 – 1.0 inches.

· Growth habit: Rhizomatous and Stoloniferous.
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Uses
· Has been a weed in many areas but recently used in California as a turfgrass.
· Used as a forage in Central America.
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