TURFGRASS MANAGEMENT

7. cool season grasses: bentgrasses (agrostis spp)

125 species.
A. COLONIAL BENTGRASS (AGROSTIS TENUIS)
Origin from Europe. Browntop, Rhode Island bentgrass.
Description
· Common name: Colonial bentgrass.

· Scientific name: Agrostis tenuis.

· Characteristics:

· Vernation: Rolled.

· Venation: Prominent.

· Ligule: Membranous, long, truncate.

· Collar: Narrow.

· Auricle: Absent.

· Leaf tip: Acute.

· Cutting height: 0.3 – 0.8 inches.

· Growth habit: Stoloniferous, rhizomatous and bunch type.
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Adaptation
· Well drained, sandy, acid to slightly acid, moderately fertile soils. 
· Poor tolerance to heat and drought. 
· Fertilization 1 to 6 lb N/1000 ft2/year. 
· Irrigation less than needed to sustain creeping bentgrass.
· Needs less water and N than Agrostis palustris.
Uses            
· Mixture with other grasses on fairways and tees. 
· Will dominate Kentucky bluegrass stand eventually in proper climate.
Cultivars

· Highland. 

· Astoria. 

· Exeter.
Diseases

· Dollar spot.

· Brownpatch.

· Snow molds Helminthisporium.

· Fusarium patch. 
b. creeping bentgrass (agrostis palustris or agrostis stolonifera)

Origin from Europe.

Description
· Common name: Creeping bentgrass.

· Scientific name: Agrostis palustris or Agrostis stolonifera.

· Characteristics:

· Vernation: Rolled.

· Venation: Prominent.

· Ligule: Membranous, long, acute to oblong, notched.

· Collar: Narrow to broad, oblique.

· Auricle: Absent.

· Leaf tip: Acute.

· Cutting height: 0.1 – 0.5 inches.

· Growth habit: Stoloniferous.
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Adaptation

· Perennial; good sod producer; forms dense turf. 
· Very cold temperature hardy. 
· Greenup slow in spring; color lost rapidly in fall. 
· Needs moist, fertile, acid to slightly acid soils. 
· Thatching controlled with topdressing. 
· Vertical mowing removes graininess. 
· 1 to 8 lbs N/1000 ft2 depending on conditions.
· Requires less water and N than P. annua.
Uses            
· Golf courses:

· Putting greens. 
· Fairways. 
· Tees. 
· Bowling greens. 
· Overseeded into dormant turf. 
· Seldom used in Polystands.
Cultivars

· Seeded:
· Pre 1990:
· Seaside. 

· Penncross. 

· Penneagle. 

· Pennlinks. 
· Putter.

· Post 1990:
· Providence. 

· SR-1020. 

· Syn-3 (Crenshaw). 

· A-series (A-1, A-4). 

· G-series (G-2, G-6). 

· L-93. 
· Vegetative:

· Washington. 

· Toronto. 
Notes

· Nº 1 in greens.

· Not an easy grass to manage.

· Very small seeds.

· Not good in roughs because more tha 3 inches scalping and look likes brown color.

· People likes creeping bentgrass for the texture.

Diseases
· Dollar spot.

· Brown patch.

· Pythium blight.

· Helminthisporium.

· Fusariam blight.

· Typhula blight.

· Red thread.
c. velvet bentgrass (agrostis canina)
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d. redtop (agrostis alba)
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