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2.11.2010

Commission Work Programme 2011
On 27th October 2010 the Commission presented its Work Programme for 2011 (CWP 2011), which builds on the five main political priorities for the EU, as set out by President Barroso in September 2010. These priorities are:
· Dealing with the economic crisis and building the momentum of the recovery
· Restoring growth for jobs by accelerating the Europe 2020 reform agenda
· Building an area of freedom, justice and security
· Launching negotiations for a modern EU budget
· Pulling the EU’s weight on the global stage 
Although the CWP 2011 focuses on actions to be delivered by 2011 it also gives a multiannual overview with an indicative list of other important initiatives for 2011‑14. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The full document on the CWP 2011, as well as the political priorities set out by President Barroso can be found under: http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/programmes/index_en.htm
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	Directive on energy efficiency and savings 
(legislative)

	DG Energy
	· Follow up to the European Energy Efficiency Plan
· will replace the Energy Services Directive 2006/32/EC
	· Provision of an enhanced framework for energy efficiency and savings policies of Member States, including targets, role of National Energy Efficiency Action Plans, exemplary role of public sector, financing, consumer information. 
· Definition of instruments to develop the energy services market and the roles of energy companies in promoting energy savings throughout the energy supply chain. 
· Setting of framework conditions for increased generation, transmission and distribution efficiency, including strengthened measures for the promotion of cogeneration and district heating & cooling. 
	
	
	3rd quarter 2011

	Low carbon economy 2050 roadmap
(non-legislative)
	DG Climate Action
	Contributes to the initiative "Resource efficient Europe" of the Europe 2020 strategy.
	The Communication analyses the temporal pathway for the transition to a low carbon economy for the EU by 2050, including milestones by 2030, with a view of making EU energy secure and promoting sustainable growth and jobs, while ensuring that the proposed measures are most cost-efficient and do not bring negative distributional consequences.
	
	
	1st quarter 2011

	Roadmap to a resource efficient Europe
(non-legislative)

	DG Environment
	The Roadmap is part of the Resource Efficient Europe initiative - building on and complementing the other proposals.
	· The Roadmap will set out a coherent framework of policies and actions in a variety of policy areas, required for the shift towards a resource efficient economy. 
· The aim is to increase resource productivity and decouple economic growth from resource use and resource use from its environmental impact, enhance competitiveness and promote security of supply and resource independence of the EU.
	
	
	2nd quarter 2011

	Indicative list of possible initiatives under consideration in 2011

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Guidelines on certain State aid measures in the context of the Greenhouse gas emission allowance trading scheme
(non-legislative)

	DG Competition
	Emission Trading System
	Guidelines will have to be adopted to establish rules for the treatment of aid connected to the Emission Trading System.
	
	
	

	Review of the list of priority substances under the Water framework directive
(legislative)
	DG Environment
	The substances are part of the basis of the EU strategy to combat chemical pollution in EU waters.
	The Water Framework Directive requires the Commission to review the list of priority substances every 4 years. 
	
	
	

	Communication on implementing EU environmental law and policy: a common challenge
(non-legislative)
	DG Environment
	
	The communication will address the shortcomings in implementing environmental legislation and propose a strategic way forward as well as exploring a number of practical avenues to improve the current gaps in implementation of the EU acquis.

	Issues to be addressed: 
-improving the coherence of legislation, enhancing compliance promotion
- strengthening the effectiveness of inspections 
-enhancing the role of national judges in supporting the implementation of EU legislation.
	
	

	Review of directive 2001/95/EC on general product safety
(legislative)

	DG Health and Consumers
	The Commission report (2009) on the implementation of the General Product Safety Directive identified areas for improvement of the Directive.
	Main drivers are: Experience with handling recurrent product safety alerts, the complexity of establishing useful safety benchmarks, the globalisation challenges. An internal market of safe goods for consumers needs simpler, clearer rules for more effective enforcement. Better coordination of action by Member State authorities is key to improvements. 
	
	
	

	Communication on consumer policy strategy (2014-2020)
(non-legislative)

	DG Health and Consumers
	Follow up programme to the current Consumer Policy Strategy which covers the period 2007-2013.
	
	
	The new Strategy (2014-2020)  should be done early  to allow the necessary time to develop the associated Programme.
	

	Communication on the strategy for the Sustainable Competitiveness of the EU Construction sector
(non-legislative)
	DG Industry and Entrepreneurship
	
	The Communication will define a strategy for strengthening the competitiveness of the European construction sector whilst meeting current and future societal challenges until year 2020.
It will present a set of priority actions to be undertaken by the key sector operators (EU-level, Member States authorities, industry) allowing tangible steps to be taken towards meeting the foreseen objectives. 
	
	
	

	Modernisation of the EU Public procurement legislative framework
(legislative)

	DG Internal Market and Services
	Modernisation of Directives 2004/17/EC and 2004/18/EC
	· aims at modernising and simplifying the existing EU public procurement framework

· seeks to ensure that the EU procurement framework is optimised, in line with smart regulation principles, so that it provides the best possible procurement outcomes with the least possible transaction costs and administrative burdens.
	Issues such as the simplification of the procurement procedures, the updating of e-procurement provisions, public-public cooperation, the possible use of public procurement to achieve other policy objectives will be, inter alia, addressed.
	
	

	European Strategy and Action plan towards a sustainable bio-based economy by 2020
(non-legislative)

	DG Research and Innovation
	
	The Communication will provide a vision and action plan for a sustainable and innovative European Bio economy by 2020.

	This will include the implementation of a European Innovation Partnership and completion the European Research Area in the bio-economy sectors in order to:
-  improve framework conditions for innovation including promotion of knowledge transfer and public procurement
-develop standards to stimulate the reforms of Member States national R&D and innovation systems, in order to enable the development of the bio-economy at national level
	
	

	Communication on Partnerships in research and Innovation
(non-legislative)

	DG Research and Innovation
	Part of EU 2020 Strategy and the Innovation Union
	The Commission will present a Communication on how partnerships for innovation and research of different nature (such as public-private and public-public), can deliver towards the EU 2020 strategy and the Innovation Union. Special attention will be paid to the Innovation Partnerships concept.
	
	
	

	Communication on scientific information
(non-legislative)
	DG Research and Innovation
	Follow-on to the 2007 Communication on 'scientific information in the digital age', adopted as part of the digital libraries initiative.
	The Communication will take stock of the developments in the area of access to scientific information, and will outline the next steps the Commission will take. It will amongst other things define a position on the possibility to extend the open access mandate from the current pilot areas to the whole of FP8.
	
	
	

	Other initiatives:

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Legislative proposal to amend directive 2004/37 concerning the protection of workers against the risks associated to the exposure to carcinogens and mutagens at work
(Legislative)

	DG Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion
	
	The purpose is to review the current legal framework in order to address acceptable cancer risk levels, improve risk management, and assess the extension of the scope of the Directive in order to take into account new factors of risk and substances that are toxic for reproduction.
	
	
	2013

	Revision of the EIA directive (Environmental Impact Assessment)
(legislative)

	DG Environment
	
	The global objective of the review is to improve the functioning of the Directive, by ensuring a more consistent and effective application of the principles of environmental assessment and ensure consistency with the international obligations deriving from the Espoo Convention (including the Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment).
	
	
	2012

	Blue Print to safeguard Europe’s water resources
(legislative/non-legislative)

	DG Environment
	Based on review of existing water policy
	The objective is to ensure the availability of sufficient quantities of good quality water to support aquatic ecosystems and sustainable use for human needs and economic purposes. It will be based on a review of existing water policy including on water scarcity, vulnerability and on droughts and on an assessment of the implementation of the Water Framework Directive. 
	An initiative on water efficiency could be envisaged to promote water savings in public and private buildings.
	
	2012

	Revision strategy on endocrine disruptors
(non-legislative)

	DG Environment
	Builds on the 2010/11 report on the existing strategy on endocrine disruptors.
	The revision of the strategy will examine the possibility of tighter controls and restrictions on the manufacture, importation, authorisation and use of substances that are considered to be endocrine disruptors.
	
	
	2012-2013

	Communication on consumer empowerment

	DG Health and Consumer
	
	The Communication's objective is to put together best practices on consumer empowerment with regard to information, education, media, representation and redress). 

	This will involve: - identifying best practices in information of consumer rights, consumer advice provision, consumer complaint handling, consumer education and capacity-building, 
- development of guidelines on transparent price and quality/ performance information.
	
	2012

	Review of REACH 
(non-legislative/legislative)

	DG Industry and Entrepreneurship and DG Environment
	REACH
	The Commission is required to conduct an evaluation of the REACH regulation in 2012, taking into account the following minimal requirements for the scope:
• Review of the experience acquired with the operation of this Regulation and the amount and distribution of funding made available by the Commission for the development and evaluation of alternative test methods (art 117.4 of REACH).
• An assessment to whether to amend (or not) the scope of REACH regulation to avoid overlaps with other relevant Community provisions (art 138.6 of REACH).  
• Review of the European Chemicals Agency (art 75.2 of REACH)
	
	
	2012

	Review of Europe’s standardisation system
(legislative)
	DG Industry and Entrepreneurship
	
	Major review of the existing standardisation system aiming i.a. at strengthening the innovation dimension.
	
	
	2013

	Framework directive on European Research area (ERA)
(legislative) 
	DG Research and Innovation
	Has been announced in the "Innovation Union" flagship initiative. 
	The Commission will propose a European Research Area framework and supporting measures to remove obstacles to mobility and cross-border cooperation.
	
	
	2012

	Administrative burden reduction initiatives:

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Revision of the decision No. 280/2004 concerning a mechanism for monitoring Community greenhouse gas emissions and for implementing the Kyoto protocol
+Commission Decision 2005/166/EC laying down rules implementing Decision No. 280/2004/EC
	DG Climate Change
	
	It needs to be revised in particular to reflect the experience gained through the implementation of the Kyoto Protocol and the adoption of the Climate and Energy Package. This initiative will also aim at simplifying the current legislation and reducing unnecessary administrative burden in particular by introducing clearer and simpler reporting procedures and tools.
	
	
	2011

	Revision of the legislative proposal on the coherence/simplification of the waste acquis 
	DG Environment
	EU Recycling Directives
	· aims at carrying out a full screening of the EU recycling directives

· will align product-specific waste legislation (including the Directives on end-of-life vehicles, batteries and packaging) to the Waste Framework Directive.
	
	
	2012

	Recast of the directive 2004/107 relating to arsenic, cadmium, mercury, nickel and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons in ambient air
	DG Environment
	Inclusion in the general review of Directive 2008/50/EC in 2013 
	The objective is to merge two Directives to ensure that all ambient air quality objectives are contained in one legal instrument.
	
	
	2013

	Recast of Directive 1999/32/EC on the sulphur content of certain liquid fuels
	DG Environment
	
	Codification will be considered after the review of the directive will have been adopted by colegislation.
	
	
	2013

	Revision of the regulation revising the legislation (12 directives) on the marketing of seed and propagating materials to foster innovation in seeds- 

	DG Health and Consumers
	Modification in the context of Better regulation 
	The core objective is to replace the 12 Directives on seed and plant propagating material (S&PM) and to modernise and simplify the legislation in the context of Better Regulation. 
The initiative also seeks to reduce overall administrative burden and introduce flexibility within the regulatory framework with a view to globalisation, specialisation and development of new uses of agricultural commodities. 
Thus it aims to foster innovation in the area and to contribute to halt the loss of biodiversity as well as to achieve a harmonised implementation of the legislation throughout the EU and to improve economic competitiveness by ensuring free circulation of S&PM in the EU.
	
	
	2011

	New proposal for an Animal Health Law (1st item in package of three) (regulation)

	DG Health and Consumers
	The proposal will be based on the experience gained in the implementation of the existing legislation and of the extensive evaluation of the EU animal health policy carried out.
	The new Animal Health law aims to establish a clearer regulatory structure for animal health in the EU combining several legislative acts into one comprehensive animal health framework.
	
	
	2012

	EU Plant Health Law (3rd item in package of 3)

	DG Health and Consumers
	
	· The initiative reflects the need to modernise the existing plant health regime, building on its recent ex-post evaluation. 
· Improved prevention of the introduction of new pests and diseases will avoid expensive campaigns to eradicate or control in a later stage, will prevent avoidable increases in pesticide use, will enable sustainable production and agricultural competitiveness and will help to ensure food security and protection of forests, landscape and gardens.
· Improved legislation and better harmonised implementation provisions will allow to more effectively address the plant health impacts of globalisation and climate change.
	
	
	2012
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