2018 Environment Policy

For many years Spain has been at the forefront of the management of the environment in relation to the development of golf courses. Spanish legislation and the regulatory framework in relation to the development of courses sets some of the highest standards in Europe. This fact, coupled with the intense public scrutiny of the impact of course development and management, means that the environment is something that RFEG has always taken extremely seriously.

The 2018 Ryder Cup presents RFEG with an unique opportunity. The focus of this truly great event and the new course at Tres Cantos presents a blank canvas around which we can consolidate and set new standards around the construction and management of all golf courses.  The planning we are starting now for the minimization of the environmental impact of the Ryder Cup will allow us to create new standards for all tournaments in Spain.  

RFEG will bring all of these together to create a strong environmental legacy from the 2018 Ryder Cup. This legacy will start now, with the construction of the spectacular course at Tres Cantos - central to our ambition to create the best Ryder Cup ever held, but a Ryder Cup that makes no compromises in the protection of the environment.  

To this end, RFEG is now creating a its 2018 Environment Policies relating to construction and management of course which are set out in this section.

Implementation

RFEG’s Green Team will take the lead on the creation and management of the environmental legacies from the 2018 Ryder Cup supported by consultants such as Ingenieros Consultores Medio Ambiente (ICMA) - Environmental Engineering Consultants who are currently appointed around the construction of the course.  

2018 Certification Policy
RFEG Green Team plans to consolidate what it considers to be the most important of the national and international standards and certification systems into a single certification policy – “the 2018 Certification Policy”. Whilst the short-term focus will be the new course at Tres Cantos, our goal is by 2018 to have all Spanish Golf Courses certified according to the 2018 Certification Policy.
There are three cornerstones to our certification policy:

Golf Environment Organisation (GEO)
We will work to achieve GEO certification for the new course at Tres Cantos and other new and existing courses are sensitive to their environment and sustainable in their management.   

ISO 188001
This is a specific standard for golf courses on a national level. It is promoted through the Spanish Tourism Quality Board (ICTE). Many courses in Spain already comply with this regulation, but there is still much space for improvement.  This initiative will significantly improve the standards of Spanish golf courses. UNE 188001 is currently being used as a tool for creating a new international ISO standard for golf courses.

Benchmarking policy

RFEG Green Team is establishing, in collaboration with the R & A Green Section, new benchmarking tools to enable the evaluation of the environmental impact of golf course over time. This scheme will be carried out in conjunction with the Associoación Española de Greenkeepers (AEdG) to ensure the widest possible coverage amongst Spanish Golf Courses.  Benchmarking of key environmental and consumption data such as energy, water and fitosanitary products consumption will be measured and compared over time and trends will inform the management of golf courses going forwards. 

2018 Construction Policy
In addition to compliance with ISO 14001 and EMAS II as well as strict national and local environmental regulations in relation to the development of golf courses, our national 2018 Construction Policy is for all new developments by 2018 to ensure that new course they will be economically, socially and environmentally sustainable.   Our aim is that this policy will naturally bring them into line with the standards of the GEO. 

This 2018 Construction Policy will, in particular, be applied to the development of public courses projects in Madrid. In addition to the environmental considerations, we wish to ensure that golf remains accessible to as many Madrilenos as possible, regardless their economic situation, through the development of cheap and accessible public courses.
Finally, the 2018 Construction Policy will incorporate the standards and recommendations given by United States Golf Association (UGSA) on course care and environment, STIR and other specialized bodies.
2018 Course Maintenance Policy
The Ryder Cup 2018 would enable inestimable improvements in the environmental management of Spain golf facilites. In addition to the implementation of the 2018 Certfication Policy, RFEG Green Team will improve, codfiy and apply practices in relation to water conservation and the efficient use of fertilizers and fitosanitary products into a series of protocols which will be refined over time from the benchmarking policy. 

These 2018 Course Maintencance Policy protocols, will be actively promoted by the Green Section and will encapsultae maintenance and practices that are totally respectful of the environment. 
2018 Training and education programmes
RFEG Green Team will continue educate its expert its technicians through a well established scholarship program at Michigan State University, one of the most prestigious universities in golf course maintenance programs. This training programme allows technicians to receive state of the art training in all aspects of golf course maintenance, such as Integrated Plant/Pest Management (IPM).   These technicians are then able to share their knowledge of best practice environment management systems (GEO, ISO, UNE) amongst national golf courses. 

As part of the 2018 Training and Education Programme, this best practice will be enhanced by the 2018 Environmental Programme and actively shared with golf course maintenance professionals from other countries at national and international conferences and workshops. 

The RFEG Green Team will continue to invest in R and D projects to enhance the environmental management of golf courses. Examples of such projects include the joint study with the R&A on the use of microorganisms in order to enhance soil quality thereby reducing fertilizers inputs. Another involves the use of Bermuda grass in Spanish courses such as the PGA de Cataluña and Club Golf Manises to reduce fertilisers and water inputs. 
2018 Tournament Policy 
Between 2010 and 2018, the RFEG Green Team will work with consultants such as ICMA in conjunction with the promoters of European Tour events in Spain in the development of best practice principles in relation to the minimization of the environmental impact of tournaments  Learnings from these tournaments would be applied to the 2018 Ryder Cup in order to ensure that the environmental impact of the event would be minimized with the aim of making it the “greenest” Ryder Cup in the event’s history. 
The following key criteria and management principles will be applied to such events up to and including the 2018 Ryder Cup:
Energy Consumption: venues to be sustainable and LEED certified (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design). Energy auditing will be carried out in the existing facilities.
Transportation: transportation will be organized in an environmentally efficient way, avoiding unnecessary trips and promoting public (rail and bus) and bicycle transport where at all possible.  In relation to the course at Tres Cantos, the unique cycle path and public transport arrangements have the potential to create the most environmentally friendly event in its history.

Water and waste management: Further to the existing measures taken at golf courses for watering and water management, as well as protection of water pollution and other water resources, other options have to be considered. Where possible temporary sanitation facilities should be connected to the local sanitation network. Wastewater storage tanks should be evacuated to the sanitation network and portable toilets only managed by specialised companies with strong environmental records.  In addition, to avoid drainage into soil, special areas will be chosen for the location of sanitation facilities and will be correspondingly ‘waterproofed’.  Special areas for cleaning of sports and course equipment will be established within parking and bus terminals.

Recycling: strict criteria will be applied for the reduction, recycling and reuse of waste products.

Hospitality: foodstuffs will be produced regionally and if possible from organic and fairtrade suppliers and suppliers will be preferenced according to these criteria.

Accommodation: Working with the Madrid Associations of Hoteliers accommodation will be preferred establishments with high environmental standards and hotels who apply defined industry standards on sustainability. 
Suppliers and contractors: preference will always be given to local suppliers of services and products to reduce transportation.  Suppliers who conform to prescribed sustainability criteria will be preferred. 
Communication
RFEG intends to establish a unique “two-way” communications programe to encourage: 
· An ‘open’ Ryder Cup that encourages and incorporates feedback from the public and from external experts in order to reduce the environmental impact of the event, and
· A Ryder Cup that ensures that environmental principles are made available to the public and to practitioners in order to increase environmental awareness and encourage best practice. 
Sport is a potent tool for education and the 2018 Environment Policy would be widely disseminated through the Ryder Cup for the benefit of all stakeholders.

RFEG will seek sponsors as partners to communicate these principles widely in the years running up to and following on from the Ryder Cup. 
