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FEGGA CONFERENCE & International Summit 
                                                                    REYKJAVIK, ICELAND, 24th-27th FEBRUARY 2011

Dear Association Delegate,

In readiness for the Conference and International Summit, we would like to take a little time to answer the follow questions. This will enable us to create a clear picture of what is happening in all Countries. It will also help us to prepare the Environmental interview session taking place on the Saturday of the Conference and Summit.

All documents will be made available to all National Greenkeeper Associations.

1.
What environmental / sustainability issues are you addressing?
· Water:

·  Quality and amount of water for golf courses are a big concern in this XXI century. Lots of courses are converting to warm season grass ( Bermuda and paspalum ) as savings may get 30 % with the same standard.

Water sources are changing from well water to recycled water from depuration plants. Re use is the key.

Some courses are also using Reverse Osmosis for irrigating with sea water, where other sources are not available.

 How change cool-season grass to warm-season grass.
· Energy and Resources 

Energy, fuel and power electricity is getting more expensive every year, so we are looking for reducing the total high quality surfaces of the golf courses.

· Landscape and Ecosystems

We are learning how important is to start dealing with native grass species on non playing areas. It also gives to the golf course more definition with wild areas that are also very important for creating ecosystems

· Environmental Quality

Chemicals products are being cut down every year. We are looking to 2015 to no chemical applications allowed. Resistant turf grass species will have to be studied to check fungal and insects resistants.

· People and Communities

Our association AEdG is enlarging every year with more turf grass specialists as agronomists, football-grounds man, gardeners, etc

· Products and Supply Chains

Organic products are starting to be on the market fighting against the chemicals .Legislation will be the one that will change today’s work. 

2.
Describe the environmental / sustainability content to your education programmes

We try to introduce on our annual congress at least one environmental organization every year to the associates, in order to give the opportunity to get on it. This year, GEO company, on our congress, it was explained all programs and tools to be sustainable.

3.
How does environmental / sustainability performance and education link in to any personal professional accreditation and individual recognition schemes?

     Just starting to move on, some golf courses starting on ISO and Audubon certificate. We now have a specific quality certification “Q” (UNE 188001) for golf courses. In this certification environmental issues are extremely important.

4. How much and what environmental research have you undertaken?

We are doing some environmental research together with the Spanish Golf Federation Green Section which we are publishing in our magazine. The last research was done on EM systems. 

We are doing with the Green Section of the Royal Spanish Golf Federation a study about; “Save water in cool-season grass through Plant Grown Regulator”
5. Describe any national greenkeeping guidelines or BMP’s that cover environmental / sustainability issues.


We are promoting some books in our magazine including  BEST GOLF COURSE MANAGEMENT PRACTICES by Bert McCarty.  In our annual congress we will focus in environmental and sustainability issues.

6.    Do you promote any environmental tools, such as EMS systems, carbon calculators, benchmarking, biodiversity survey systems etc?

  As mentioned we have done some resarch on EM Systems. We are starting a biodiversity survey in the near future. 

7.    What facility certification programmes do you promote?


ISO 14001 and “Q” (UNE 188001), and also GEO
 Can you say whether they are:

· Easily and freely accessible; YES

· Non-commercially operated;

· Based on published criteria; YES

· Transparent; YES

· Independently and credibly verified; YES

· Scalable from local to global levels. YES

Thank you for taking the time to answer these questions and helping us to ensure a successful Conference and International Summit.

Dean Cleaver

Executive Officer

FEGGA
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