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SUGGESTED SPEAKING POINTS

Introduction

1. Golf has officially become an Olympic sport, starting with the Brazil Olympics in 2016. This development confirms that the game of golf is expanding around the world and becoming increasingly popular amongst young people of all socio-economic levels.  Becoming an Olympic sport will in turn further accelerate this development.
1. Although the US is currently the largest market for golf in the world, the game itself was invented in Europe and it continues to be very popular. Ireland and the UK, particularly Scotland, are steeped in golfing tradition. Spain and Portugal are becoming increasingly popular with golfers from all over Europe. And the game is growing particularly in new EU member states in eastern Europe Some figures:
0. 1 out of 150 citizens in Europe is a golfer
0. 4000 golf courses in Europe 
0. 400.000 jobs

1. I would also point out the R&A governs the game of Golf around the world, apart from North America.  This means that as the game expands in newly emerging countries – as it is quite rapidly in China for example – European golfing interests are present and relevant.  These are exciting new opportunities, which also position us to help these countries make sure they develop the game sustainably.  And of course that fact that the only team in global sports that flies the EU flag has essentially dominated the US in our head-to-head Ryder Cup competitions over the past decade and more doesn’t hurt our standing.  Indeed, you might be surprised to hear that in recent years the Ryder Cup has attracted the fourth largest worldwide TV audience among all sporting events, after the World and European football cups and the US football Superbowl.  Not bad exposure for the gold stars on blue. 

1. The European golf world is not looking for subsidies or special favours from the European Union.  Rather we are increasingly focused on the long-term sustainability of our game both in terms of the environment and the game itself – which means attracting new generations of younger players.




Now turn to our engagement in EU affairs…

1. The EGA GCC’s is focused primarily on the environmental sustainability of the European game, which is why we have committed ourselves to permanent engagement with the EU system.  We welcome and seek open dialogue to both support an implement EU environment policies and to contribute our considerable and growing experience in the responsible environmental management of outdoor recreational facilities of considerable scale and often of special character.
1.  Our engagement in Brussels has developed particularly with officials in the European Commission’s DG Environment and through MEP members of the European Parliamentarians’ Golfing Society (EPGS).  On the parliamentary side, this means we have been primarily engaged with MEPs who are golfers – and who as you may imagine are highly supportive of our efforts.   We are also now seeking to expand and engage in dialogue with non-golfing MEPs, who may have little or no direct experience of the game but who are important stakeholders none-the-less because of their responsibilities in policy areas which directly affect us, notably concerning environmental management, but also regional development and tourism.
1. It is important to recognize that golf is neither inherently good nor inherently bad for the environment. Its impact is dependent on the location and design of individual courses, and the way they are developed and managed

1. Nature conservation (or “biodiversity”), landscape and cultural heritage, water, turfgrass management, waste, energy, education and communications are key environmental issues, which demand best practice management from everyone involved in any aspect of golf course management

1. Improvements in environmental performance (along with cost reductions) can come from using turfgrass species appropriate to the location and climate of the facility, since this requires lower inputs of water, nutrients and chemicals. As climate change effects are felt ever more strongly, the careful choice of turfgrasses and management regimes are becoming increasingly critical to the viability of golf courses

1. The EGA GCC has followed EU regulatory developments in the fields of water, pesticides’ management and ecosystem preservation and is actively participating in the biodiversity debate through the Business and Biodiversity platform.  We are open to and hungry for ideas on how golf can further contribute to the sustainability and biodiversity objectives we all share.
1. The EGA GCC is also interested in understanding and following the developments of the new EU competence of sport under the Lisbon Treaty, and to contribute to its objectives where we can.  Golf is after all a quintessentially amateur game. Here again we welcome any ideas you may have.   We will be meeting with Santiago Fisas tomorrow afternoon to pursue this line of enquiry.  As some of you may know, Mr. Fisas is himself a member of the golfing tribe so we expect a sympathetic audience…

Stop there, happy to take any questions or develop any of these themes as you wish
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