
The issues 

 

� Greater biodiversity means ecosystems are more stable and healthy.1 
 
� Human expansion and development are putting increasing pressure on the 
stability and security of species and their habitats.2, 3 

 
� The preservation and enhancement of biodiversity is a focus of the United 
Nations’ programmes for sustainable development and they have declared 
2010 as The International Year of Biodiversity.4, 5 

 
� Signatories to the UN’S Convention on Biological Diversity are now legally 
committed to conserving, protecting and enhancing biodiversity.6 

 
� Nature reserves will never be sufficient to counter the impacts of growing 
global populations2 on biodiversity, and need to be supported by good 
areas of habitat across the countryside. 

Golf course solutions 
 
� There are over 25,000 golf courses worldwide7, with over 5,500 
in Europe covering a total of approximately 275,000 hectares.2 

 
� 40%-60% of the average course is potentially available for 
wildlife use, being outside of intensive playing areas.2  

 
� Although new golf course developments can cause drastic 
changes to the natural environment7, 8, 9, new and established 
courses can contribute positively to supporting wildlife.9, 10, 11, 12, 
13, 14, 15 

 
� Golf courses are often situated in ecologically significant areas 
such as heathland, acid grassland, fixed dune grassland and 
ancient woodland2, 3, 16, supporting some of the rarest and most 
endangered wildlife species.3, 9, 13 

 

� Golf courses heighten biodiversity value when situated close to 
urbanised areas, on degraded landscapes such as landfills, 
quarries and eroded lands, and areas of intensive agricultural 
use.7, 15 

 

To learn more about the benefits of sustainability and best practice 
visit www.randa.org/thegolfcourse 
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Golf course solutions 

 
� Encouraging native species of plants supports a greater diversity of insects 
and birds.9, 13, 16 

 
� Cost effective course management limits environmental impact through the 
use of native turfgrasses and plants which require less water, fertiliser and 
pesticide.1, 17 

 
� Rough grassland can support indigenous species and wildflowers10 and 
reducing rough mowing frequency allows a larger arthropod population to 
develop, increasing the food stock for other wildlife.1 

 
� Golf courses can incorporate wildlife corridors which allow species to 
move between habitats.10, 18 

 
� Water bodies on golf courses create important aquatic habitats.12  
Seasonally flooded wetlands have an ecological value that far outweighs the 
space they occupy and the time for which they are under water.19 

 
� For golf courses to contribute positively to biodiversity, a balance must be 
struck between the needs of the golfer and those of the natural 
environment.1, 2, 19 

 

To learn more about the benefits of sustainability and best practice 
visit www.randa.org/thegolfcourse 

Contribution to Biodiversity   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sustainability fact sheet 

Benefits of golf courses series 



 
References 

 
1 – Woolbright, L., Elliot, N.B., Fraser, D.F., Salinetti, P. and Dodson, R.G. (2005) ‘Mowing regimes for 
roughs: Encouraging biodiversity’, Golf Course Management, January 2005: pp. 151-153. 
 
2 – Taylor, B. and Penrose, L. (eds.) (2007) ‘Managing the out of play areas on the golf course’, Green 
Matters, Ecology Supplement, Turfgrass Bulletin, April 2007 (issue 236): pp. 17-20. 
 
3 – Taylor, B. and Penrose, L. (eds.) (2005) ‘Habitat creation for biodiversity on golf courses’, Green 
Matters, Ecology Supplement, Turfgrass Bulletin, April 2005 (issue 228): pp. 17-20. 
 
4 – Convention on Biological Diversity (website) (2009) ‘2010 International Year of Biodiversity’, 
http://www.cbd.int/2010/welcome/  (accessed 08/03/10). 
 
5 – UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (website) (2009) Division for Sustainable Development, 
‘Core Publications: Agenda 21’, http://www.un.org/esa/dsd/agenda21/res_agenda21_15.shtml  (accessed 
08/03/10). 
 
6 - Convention on Biological Diversity (website) (2009) ‘Sustaining Life on Earth’ 
http://www.cbd.int/convention/guide.shtml?id=action  (accessed 08/03/10). 
 
7 – Terman, M.R. (1997) ‘Natural links: naturalistic golf courses as wildlife habitat’, Landscape and Urban 
Planning 38(3), 15 November 1997: pp. 183-197. 
 
8 – Yasuda, M. and Koike, F. (2006) ‘Do golf courses provide a refuge for flora and fauna in Japanese urban 
landscapes?’, Landscape and Urban Planning 75(1-2), 28 February 2006: pp. 58-68. 
 
9 – Colding, J., Lundberg, J. and Folke, C. (2006) ‘Incorporating green-area user groups in urban ecosystem 
management’, Ambio 35(5), August 2006: pp. 237-244. 
 
10 – Richardson, A. (2007) ‘Golf course flora and fauna conservation’, Australian Turfgrass Management 9(1), 
January/February 2007: pp. 20-23. 
 
11 – Tanner, R.A. and Gange, A.C. (2005) ‘Effects of golf courses on local biodiversity’, Landscape and Urban 
Planning 71(2-4), 28 March 2005: pp. 137-146. 
 
12 - Beard, J.B. (1994) ‘The environmental protection and beneficial contributions of golf course turf’, 
adaptation of a paper published in Science and Golf II: Proceedings of the World Scientific Congress of Golf, edited 
by Cochran, A.J. and Farrally, M.R., E & FN Spon, London: pp.119-125. 
 
13 – Duff, K. and Symes, N. (2009) ‘Birds and golf courses: a guide to habitat management’. RSPB and The 
R&A. 
 
14 – STRI (2010) ‘The English Golf Environmental Advisory Service’, English Golf Union, Natural England, 
The R&A and STRI. 
 
15 – Scottish Golf Course Wildlife Group and Scottish Natural Heritage (2000), ‘Nature Conservation and 
Golf Course Development: Best Practice Advice’. Scottish Golf Course Wildlife Group, The R&A, The 
Scottish Greenbelt Foundation, Scottish Golf Union and Scottish Natural Heritage. 
 
 



 

16 – Gange, A.C., Lindsay, D.E. and Schofield, J.M. (2003) ‘The ecology of golf courses’, Biologist 50(2): pp. 
63-68. 
 
17 – Mingay, J. (2009) ‘Sustainable architecture: Designing, building and maintaining environmentally-friendly 
golf courses’, GreenMaster 44(4), July/August 2009: pp. 26-29. 
 
18 – Semlitsch, R.D., Boone, M.D. and Bodie, J.R. (2008) ‘Bolstering amphibian communities on golf courses’, 
Golf Course Management, April 2008: pp. 111-118. 
 
19 – Scott, D.E., Metts, B.S. and Gibbons, J.W. (2003) ‘Seasonal wetlands and golf courses’, Golf Course 
Management 71(11), November 2003: pp. 85-89. 
 
 
 
 


