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7 June 2011

ECR Group Hearing on grassroots sport and physical activity in Europe

Tuesday 31 May 2011, 9h00-11h30 
Speakers

· MEP Emma McClarkin (ECR, UK) 

· MEP Sean Kelly (EPP, Ireland)  

· Stefan Szymanski (City University of London, UK) 

· James MacDougall (Sport and Recreation Alliance) 

· Mr Filippo Fossati, Chairman of ISCA Europe and President of Unione Italiana Sport per Tutti - UISP 

· Mr Mogens Kirkeby, president of International Sport and Culture Association - ISCA
Summary

The Public Hearing on 31 May 2011 was organized by ISCA (International Sport and Culture Association) Europe in cooperation with MEP Ms Emma McClarkin (ECR, UK). Main topics discussed during the hearing were related to the individualization of citizen’s physical activity and the sources for funding of grassroots sports. 
In Ms. McClarkin’s view the EU should focus on promoting and funding the entire range of grassroots sports. MEP Sean Kelly gave an overview on current issues in the field of sports and highlighted that the EU should take action in the fields of funding, research and possibly doping. Mr. Filippo Fossati stated that there is a trend that citizens engage more in individual activity rather than signing up with clubs. He also criticized the European Commission’s Communication of foreseeing a too restricted role for the EU.
Mr. MacDougall emphasized that European policy has highly influenced sports, mainly through unintended consequences of general legislation. In this regard he pointed amongst other examples to the influence of pesticide legislation on golf courses. He called on the EU to take into account possible impacts on sports whenever a piece of legislation is put forward.

Mr. Kirkeby and Mr. Szymanski both discussed the funding sources for sport associations, highlighting that a fundamental amount comes from private households.
The complete invitation to the event can be found here.
Session 
MEP Emma McClarkin (ECR, UK) 
· 4 out of 10 Europeans are engaging in physical activity on a regular basis. The Commission has the goal to get 1 Million more people involved. However, the primary goal for the EU in Ms McClarkin’s view must be to promote grassroots sports.

· The EU should not duplicate national measures and carefully assess where the EU can provide added value.

· A focus should lie on all sports, not just football. 
MEP Sean Kelly (EPP, Ireland)  
· The financial aspect needs to be solved: currently almost 90% of sport activity is dependent on volunteers.

· More research has to be undertaken concerning sport as a solution for health problems.

· The issue of doping needs to be addressed

· The Parliament fought to include sports in the Cohesion Policy, where it is now open for funding.
Mr Filippo Fossati, Chairman of ISCA Europe and President of Unione Italiana Sport per Tutti - UISP 

· 50% of citizens state that they are active in regular physical activities, but not all of them are member in sport clubs. 
· Many of those that we aim at getting involved will not do this in an organized way, but individually. These people have to be taken into account as well.

· Sport needs to move out of its own restrictions in terms of club organization. Citizens ask sport associations to be more open and pluralistic.
· Sport contributes to good health and those engaged in sports are also consumers
· Sport has a social dimension and can further inclusion
· Sport delivers skills and can create sense of professionalism

· Sport is attractive to companies that would like to take social responsibilities 
· Need to get more immigrants involved

· Communication from the European Commission on Sport

· The initial priorities were lost: there is a risk of an approach where the EU has the restricted role of a mere firefighter concerning topics such as doping, free movement of workers, and young athletes struggling with a second career 

· The EU will need to do more

James MacDougall (Sport and Recreation Alliance) 
· Europe is driving UK policy in the field of sports already, as legislation often has an indirect influence on sports 
· i.e. Pesticide legislation can influence how golf courses are kept or data protection rules entail obligations for sports clubs

· all of these are unintended consequences that attack grassroots sports at local level
· it is important that the EU with its new competence will take into account possible ramifications for sports in every field of legislation

· Possible actions for Europe

· Include sports funding in programmes for health and youths

· Encourage and support sports clubs

· Encourage that sport clubs can use school infrastructure after school hours

· Obligatory Europe wide reduced VAT for sport clubs

· Possible policy: revenue from TV rights could be used to finance grassroots sports

· Concerning betting, we hope to receive some of the revenue for grassroots sport programmes, which is currently in place in some Member States via monopolies. We hope that these will continue to exist.
· Conclusion: EU has been affecting EU sport policy for years.
Mr Mogens Kirkeby, president of the International Sport and Culture Association – ISCA
· Volunteers are highly valuable for sports, and in economic terms they contribute approximately 200 Euros per citizen. Local politicians and authorities are the second most valuable, while European lotteries contribute approximately 4 Euros per citizen

· Conclusion: actual finance comes from citizens and local authorities.

· More financial solidarity in all Member States is needed.
Stefan Szymanski (City University of London, UK): Overview on grassroots sport funding
· Funding must relate to those people that are actually interested in participating
· There are trends that people move to more individualistic solutions than joining a sports club. This provides a challenge for sport associations. Governments will eventually see them as dinosaurs and limit funding.
· There are many differing funding modes for amateur sports:
· A fundamental amount of grassroots funding comes directly from private households (in the form of subscription, volunteering…)

· National governments provide 2%, and local governments 14% of the total funding amount
*ENDS*
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