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Report:

This was a follow up visit from my trip to Real Club de Golf de Sevilla in early February and conditions were greatly improved. 
Staffing levels are back to normal with approximately 30 staff working on the course and Eugenio is utilizing this manpower excellently. All aspects of the course have improved greatly and the next month should see only a need for fine tuning and golf course presentation work to have all playing surfaces in excellent condition for the first week of May.  
Here are my findings and recommendations regarding the golf course.

Greens:

Greens were in excellent condition and had responded and recovered extremely well to the spring renovation which was carried out in early March. Surfaces were relatively firm under foot, with consistent grass cover which looked healthy and strong. The profile of the rootzone looked very healthy with plenty of new material visible following the hollowcoring, acceptable levels of thatch and good root growth. 

The majority of the weaker areas which were a concern in February had recovered and had full grass cover and will only improve in the next month. There were three areas which did not recover sufficiently and returfing of these areas had commenced. The back of green 14 had just been finished during the visit and the quality of turfing was excellent and will knit in perfectly in the next few weeks. The other two areas which will be sodded in the next few days are on green 1 and green 18. The turf that is being used for this work is being taken from the small putting green and is completely compatible with the turf on the greens so should be almost unnoticeable in May. 
Once the turf is well knitted in it would be advisable to aerate the areas with a pencil tine to encourage root development and strengthen the surface. This can be done in two weeks or so. Obviously keeping this new turf sufficiently irrigated is also very important. 
Any other minor plugging that is felt necessary should also be carried out this week to avoid any issues with scalping once heights of cut are lowered nearer the event. 

The current height of cut on the greens is 3.5mm which is perfect so soon after the hollowcoring but we did discuss the importance of lowering the height of cut slowly over the next few weeks as opposed to jumping from 3.5mm to 3mm the week before. It will help reduce the stress levels on the plant if the reduction is gradual and should help limit seed head production. 3.0mm would be a good height of cut the Thursday before day 1 of the tournament. 
It is Eugenio’s intention to double verticut greens next week at -2mm in two directions, 45 degree angle would be advisable, and follow this up with a strong topdressing. Due to the strength of growth and density of the canopy of grass on the putting surfaces I would recommend that this veticutting and topdressing could be repeated weekly for the next three weeks, slowly raising the depth of the verticutting and the amount of topdressing applied each week. Then the ten days before the event grooming and brushing could take over from the verticutting and light dustings of dried sand would be sufficient. 
Each operation carried out on the greens from now until the tournament should be tried and assessed first before the procedure is extended to all the putting surfaces. If the results are not right or the conditions are not perfect then the procedure should be reconsidered.  This should leave surfaces firm and true for the week of the tournament and give the desired green speeds without much effort while limiting the stress of the plant. 
As discussed a green speed of 10 to 10.5 feet would be ideal for the week before the event leaving scope to improve once frequency of cut increases and rolling begins. Do not get too hung up on green speed beforehand, firmness, quality of ball roll and plant health are more important and speed can be worked on over the last few days. 

The area on the right hand side and back of the 10th green which was returfed with Pencross sod is looking rather weak and should be rested as much as possible over the coming weeks to improve quality. Reduce mowing these areas to twice a week and rope off if possible to keep all unnecessary traffic off. Do not apply PGR’s to this turf and ensure that moisture levels and nutrition are adequate. 
The use of the seed head suppressant and Primo Max should be continued and will only improve the quality of the surfaces over the coming weeks. The wetting agent programme should also continue with the last application being applied two weeks before. Irrigation applications throughout the golf course should be closely monitored in the weeks leading to the tournament avoiding over watering as well as drought stress.  
I would recommend that a preventative fungicide be applied to all greens one week prior to the event to limit the possibility of disease activity.  Obviously correct timing and application of the products is key and great care and attention should be taken. 

The course will be closed for play one week before the first day of practice which will be invaluable to Eugenio and his team to carry out final preparation work as well as allowing a good period of rest for the course. Sensible pin positions should be used in the lead up avoiding any areas that will be used for the tournament. Miguel will forward on last year’s pin positions but a general rule of thumb is to use front and central pins. 

Collars, Approaches & Swales:

Collars have improved dramatically since the last visit but there are some areas that are still quite pitted due to the mixture of Bermuda and Poa Annua. The quality is improving day by day as the Bermuda springs to life although if improvement is not sufficient over the next few weeks then some plugging may be required in places. Eugenio is going to closely monitor this situation. Verticutting of the greens should be extended to include the collars. Tournament height of cut will be 7mm.
Approaches are excellent and have responded well to the aeration work and should be very good. Tournament height of cut will be 10mm by pedestrian mower. 
Swales are also good but there needs to be a smoother transition between the collar and the swale and the turf of the swales need to be tighter and may require a lower height of cut to achieve this. Regular brushing or grooming with mowing will help on both approaches and swales to ensure a tight sward.  

Tees: 

Tees surfaces are good and are much firmer since they were hollowcored and with additional applications of topdressings over the next few weeks they will perform very well for the event. 
All tees should be rested from now until the tournament and markers should be removed immediately. 
The extension of the 17th tee and the clearing of the back of the 3rd tee has made a marked improvement. Tournament height of cut will be 11mm. 

Fairways:

Fairways are excellent with good consistent grass cover and should provide a perfect playing surface. Regular divoting is very important over the coming weeks to ensure good clean surfaces. Tournament height of cut will be 11mm and cut in a diamond pattern. Clippings should be removed once the course is closed for play. 
There are some adjustments to fairway widths that were mentioned in the last report which have yet to be made and it is important to do this immediately to ensure consistency in these areas. The changes are as follows:
Hole 5: Straighten up fairway edge contour on the left hand side after the fairway bunker. 
Hole 6: Move the semi rough on the left hand side in, in line with the two catch basins which are currently on the fairway and establish rough on the left. 
Hole 16: Narrow by 8 yards on the right hand side in line with fairway bunker and past the fairway bunker widen by 4 yards on the right hand side. 

Roughs: 

The semi rough and rough were very good with total grass cover and were consistent throughout. Density of the grass in the rough is excellent and should provide a real challenge for the pro’s. The rough around green surrounds has improved dramatically and is more in line with the fairway rough although traffic control around greens is still very important to ensure its continued improvement. 
An intermediate rough should be introduced as soon as possible and should consist of one width of a Rotary Sidewinder outside the semi rough and height of cut should be 64mm. Failure to introduce this cut in the next week or so may result in the turf yellowing out which would not be good. 
Eugenio is under a small bit of pressure in regards to staying on top of the rough cutting and there are four mowers out constantly topping rough at 80mm. Even with this level of mowing some areas are getting a little bit out of hand. As well as this he is taking some criticism from the members due to the severity of the rough which is understandable but has to be expected in the preparation for a prestigious tournament. 
To help in both regards it was decided that the carry areas from tee to the start of the fairway should be maintained at 64mm using the intermediate rough mower. This will reduce the area to be cut at 80mm and make the carry areas more manageable for the members.
Player pathways from tee to fairway also need to be introduced and should be done so as soon as possible to avoid scalping and yellowing. These should be cut at Semi Rough height of 25mm. 
The introduction of the Intermediate rough will give a much better appearance and presentation of the roughs and definition should be excellent. The different heights of cut will be as follows;  
Semi-rough: One band of 25mm, cut in the direction of play, tee to green. 
Intermediate-rough: One band of 65mm, cut against play, green to tee. 
Maintained rough: Topped at 80mm up until the weekend before the tournament.

This should ensure that by the first day, Thursday, maintained rough should be approximately 100mm throughout inside the ropes. 
Most of the waste areas between holes have been cleaned up sufficiently; some have received new wood chippings and look very good. 
The waste area between holes 3 and 4 still remains quite rough with a lot of holes, wheel ruts and uneven areas. If this area cannot be covered in wood chip it should be rotavated and levelled sufficiently so to avoid issues with rulings. 

Bunkers:

Bunkers are much cleaner and tidier since the last visit and sand quality and playability is very good. 
There are some areas around bunker edges which lack grass cover due to poor establishment during overseeding and these areas will be turfed in the coming days. An area around the 4th greenside bunker had already been completed and the result was excellent, with the turf being perfectly compatible and the quality of the work being very high. 
Frequency of flymoing of the bunker banks has suffered lately due to the extensive aeration work being carried out around the course but it is Eugenio’s intention to get on top of the flymoing and ensure it is carried out weekly to avoid yellowing. The introduction of the 64mm cut will help in this regard on the fairway side of all bunkers. 

Practice Facility:

The driving range tee is excellent with a perfect sward of grass which is divot free and clean. 
The putting and chipping green has been recently hollowcored so will need a few weeks to recover and come in line with the rest of the greens, and judging by the recovery of the main greens this will not be a problem. 
The grass density around the chipping part of the practice green which we discussed last time has greatly improved and should be more compatible with the green surrounds on the course in five weeks time. There is a need for a closely mown ‘approach type’ area around the chipping green and this is something Eugenio is going to work on. 
Conclusion: 

The course is in very good condition at the moment and I would have no major concerns regarding any specific areas. With some intensive preparation work and last minute adjustments I believe all playing surfaces will perform to the highest standards.   
I hope the information in this report is of benefit and if there are any issues which you would like to discuss further or questions which you would like to ask please do not hesitate to contact me at ehennessy@europeantour.com or on my mobile 00353 86 1975237. 
Finally I would like to thank Eugenio and Diego for their time and hospitality during my visit and wish them every success for the tournament and the future. 

Eugene Hennessy 

Greenkeeping Consultant
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