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Water

EU environment policy is framed by its Environment Action Programme.  The 7th version of this is currently being considered and this will cover policy priorities through to 2020.  Water is high on the list of EU environmental priorities, particularly in relation to water scarcity, quality, pollution and cost.
The essential piece of EU legislation relating to water is the Water Framework Directive.  This aims to:

· expand the scope of water protection to all surface waters and groundwater 

· achieve "good status" for all waters by 2015
· base water management on river basins 

· produce a "combined approach" of emission limit values and quality standards 

· get water pricing right 

· get the citizen involved more closely 

· streamline legislation.
As it is a Directive, this legislation is being transposed into national law and consultation will be on a national basis as River Basin Management Plans are drawn up by national governments.  Already the EU has taken national governments to court that have failed to meet certain obligations of the Directive.
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The Water Framework Directive will have a notable impact on golf courses.  They will have to take even greater care to prevent pollution incidents, from pesticide and fertiliser applications, machinery wash-down areas and other potential sources of pollution.  They will have to comply with River Basin Management Plans with regard to abstraction for irrigation.
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· conserve water
· implement measures to reduce water consumption

· use alternative sources to drinking water if possible

· implement measures to prevent water pollution

· keep accurate records of water use
· engage with the local community.

More information on means of minimising water use and reducing pollution risk is available at www.randa.org/thegolfcourse and www.golfenvironment.org
Every 3 months, the EGA GCC will circulate an update on EU activity in relation to water regulations.  In return, we would appreciate feedback on water initiatives and data on water use at national or club level, to be fed through the EGA GCC representative of your European body.
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Following EGA GCC guidance and supporting it with examples of initiatives will not only help 

you and your members comply with EU legislation but will also:

· reduce your reliance on water

· improve the firmness, health and playing quality of the golf course

· reduce your costs

· improve your water management accountability and compliance
· enhance your reputation as a responsible member of society.
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