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The week from 3rd – 7th June, we were visiting different Morocco courses for Lalla Aicha Tour School 2014.

We visited 7 different courses in order to give our agronomic point of view.  At this time due to the high seasonal temperatures for the next 3 months it is impossible to have a cultural practice. 

But we have to make sure, in having the sources to face a cultural program after the summer.

· Topdressing sand type: Seems incredible but in Morocco, very few types of sand in the specification of USGA and the sand used to block soil profile as it does not drain.

· Overseeding: using correct species. Proper equipment.

· Machinery: see if they are ok, sufficient machinery.

· Irrigation: see state system coverage.

The course assessments are as follows:
1º ASSOUFID MARRAKECH GOLF CLUB
We notice that on this course they give more importance to the color green of the course more that the quality of the play. To bring the course to Tour Player standards would require a change in their philosophy for the course and a considerable amount of time, expenditure and expertise.
· Green: soft, without density and very slow
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· Tees: unlevel and with weeds
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· Fairways:  soft and with weeds
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· Bunker: fried egg
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All this is due to: 

They are not using the correct sand for topdressing on greens, it is very fine.
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The overseeding is contaminated with weed, mainly Agrostis sp. that will die in summer leaving Bermuda grass patches and drowning.

2º SAMANAH GOLF CLUB
From the maintenance point of view of all the visits that we did in Morocco this is the best maintained course that we saw. During our visit they were making preventive cultural practices before summer is coming.

· Green: firm and disease free with an excellent smoothness of the ball.
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· Fairways: firms and well define
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· Tees: leveled, disease free
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· Bunker:  well defined and they do not do fried egg
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They have all the resources to develop a PROGRAMA CULTURAL after de summer. We recommend the use of Forasulfuron on fairways to remove all traces of the over seeding cool season grasses so encourage more uniformity and find Bermuda. 

This is the only golf that we have visited who has used the properly sand topdressing.
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3º ROYAL GOLF MARRAKECH

This course is the second oldest in Morocco and has retained its original design. Advances in agronomy and technology means that Royal Golf Marrakech plays as a relatively short course for the player. We think it is an excellent course for Amateurs play.

· Green:  Much felt, with all different types of grass that make the ball rolling not the most appropriate
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· Tee: smalls and not leveled
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· Fairways: no uniforms, dries, irrigation has a  very poor coberture
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· Bunker: Without edged definition, weed and stone are present.
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It is a course that must be overseeded from wall to wall. Do a lot of tree pruning and specially fix the irrigation system.

It should also undertake the resodding of all the bunker edges.

4º AMELKIS GOLF COURSE

We were very disappointed at the condition of Amelkis it is a beautiful course but unfortunately by far the worst condition of all the 7 courses that we visited.

· Green: soft, no ball rolling, infected weeds and disease
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· Tee: unlevel, infected bad weeds and dry spot
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· Fairways: no uniformity, dry spot and a lot of puddles cause for a very bad management of the irrigation system.
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· Bunker: no defined, full of bad weeds and with puddles
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All the above is due to: 

· Lack of training in modern cultural practices of the Greenkeeper. He does not follow any of our recommendations.

· Use of sand for topdressing, without a minimum specification

· Very old and bad maintenance machinery

· Irrigation without any coverage and not management at all.
5º PALMERAIE GOLF CLUB
We found a course in a very fine maintenance conditions.
· Green: firm, disease free, very good ball rolling
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· Tee: very small, firms and leveled
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· Fairways: well defined but with some spot mainly due to infection of white grubs

· Bunker: clear of stones, with profiling and definition
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We will recommend the utilization of insecticide (lmadoclopir) on fairways.
It was an unexpected visit, so we could not speak and interview with the greenkeeper, so we could not know, whether they have good machinery, staff, etc.

As far as we could tell, the greenkeeper wil not have any problems in prepare the course.

6º AL MAADEN GOLF CLUB
The course is in fine condition however in the interests of presenting a top quality golf course and the long term maintenance of the course investment is required.  In our final report in 2012, we recommended to change the sand of the topdressing and change the bunkers. They told us that they have on schedule and they will send us the different types of sand in order to give them the approval.

They are going to hire an outside enterprise to reshape the bunkers.

· Green: disease free, very slow and not  very good ball rolling
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· Tee: even and uniform

[image: image23.jpg]



· Fairways: firms and uniform
[image: image24.jpg]



· Bunker: impossible for play need to do new again from the drainage.
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The following recommendations are mandatory if Al Maaden is to hold Final Qualifying and in the long term to establish its position as a top golf venue in Morocco 

1. Change topdreesing sand on the greens

2. Re-do the bunkers

3. Insecticide treatment on the fairways.

4. Over seeding both rough and fairways to provide the players with a challenging course which will play with greater uniformity and consistency during the event and beyond.  It will also significantly improve the visual impact of the course.
7º ROYAL GOLF DAR ES SALAM
We found a course in a very excellent conditions and definitely one of the best designs golf course in Morocco. It is a 100 % kikuyu and Agrostis’s greens.

· Greens:  very good ball rolling, disease free but with some greens with dry spot, due mainly to the wrong choice of sand. It is a calcareous sand, which when it gets in contact with water, the water breaks the granulometry, therefore we recommend to change it.
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· Tee: we found a very uniform and good density tees, they are level but we need to do some trimming of branches as the playing line is affected.
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· Fairways: firms and well defined

[image: image28.jpg]



· Bunker: they are changing all the sand, we think that it is not the best choice of sand due to be very calcareous and will lose the granulometry when it will get in contact with water. They already have some bunkers with the change made, and request that all changes to the bunker sand are completed by 31st August so  it won’t be a problem for the event.

We also visit the maintenance area to see all the sources that they count with. 

Recommendation:

1. Change sand greens to siliceous and meet the USGA expectations. This will help not having spot dry and drain the soil profile even more.

2. Contents over seeding in the fairways for the championships, we talked about the seed that will acquire

3. Get a roll for the event because is not enough with one.

4. Get a top dresser in the fairways to be able to make them topdressing and over seeding will be a success.

We want to emphasize that we have found a sustainable course, and from our point of view, they are promoting sustainability of grass that perfectly suits to the climatic conditions, making maintenance much easier.

For the future maintenance, out of the championship, we recommend:

· Change irrigation, make it even

· Create a good planning of herbicides pre-emergent
· Make a sustainable plan with PRACTICAS CULTURALES.
· Change the sand of the greens

Thank you all for your time and considerations. 
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