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2014 Lalla Aicha Tour School Final Qualifying
Al Maaden Golf Resort

TOURNAMENT AGRONOMY PREPARATION REPORT
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Abdelhaq Zougar Superintendent

          Al Maaden Golf Resort

                                    Adil Benbrika Sportif

                                                Association du Trophee Hassan II

                                     David Gomez, Director Green Section

                                                 Royal Spanish Golf Federation/Ladies European Tour
Tournament: 2014 Lalla Aicha Tour School Final Qualifying

Date:14-16 December 2013
Visit Date:  16/09/2013
Please refer to this report when planning maintenance in advance of the 2014 edition of the LET Qualifying School.

Since the final report closing the previous Tour School we strongly recommended the following 3 points.  Furthermore on the first Agronomy visit for the next Tour School we requested that these 3 points must be met if the Final Qualifier were to be staged at Al Maaden Golf Resort:

1. CHANGE TO A COURSER SAND TO MEET USGA SPECIFICATION FOR GREENS.
At present the grass is weak because the greens do not have any water infiltration and the pore space is very fine, producing very poor roots.
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2. REBUILD ALL BUNKERS.  

New drainage and new sand which meet USGA specifications is required.  At present the bunkers are virtually unplayable and deteriorated.
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3. OVERSEEDING WALL TO WALL TO ACHEIVE UNIFORMITY. 
Over-seeding with rye grass is the only option to achieve uniformity.  This is a must to provide a course that tests the player’s skills in the winter months.
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The Greenkeeper has advised us that to achieve the above a budget must be authorised by the management and that he will pursue this to meet the recommendations and requirements of this report.  From the agronomic point of view the production of an agronomy programme is dependent on the outcome of internal discussions between the Al Maaden management and greenkeeper and whether the requirements of the Ladies European Tour are met.

It must be stressed that in order to present the golf course in the best condition and prolong the life of the greens, which will otherwise deteriorate to the point of non-existence, the above requirements must be met as a matter of urgency.

Please do let us know, as soon as possible, the decisions on the following points:

1.  Quality of topdressing sand for the greens.

2.  Rebuild of all bunkers and replacement of all sand within the bunkers.

3. Overseeding with Rye grass.

Subject to the decisions that are made we are happy to help in making an agronomy programme that will ensure the short term and long term playability of Al Maaden.  Furthermore we are satisfied that the Greenkeeper has both the skills and motivation to ensure the success of such a programme should the resources required be met.
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