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David Gómez, 38, is director of the greens section of the Spanish Golf Federation, a member of the European Golf Association’s golf course committee, the agronomist for the Ladies European Tour –and an example of how greenkeepers are changing with the times.

1 What is your role with the Spanish Federation?
I am based in the Federation’s headquarters in Madrid. The Federation’s greens section is on call to all golf courses in Spain who feel they need guidance. We deal with a wide range of issues but the main problem is maintenance. I head a team of greenkeepers advising and working to improve the condition of courses throughout the country.
2 What is your background and experience in greenkeeping? 
Originally I was a biologist but golf courses really interested me. First, I worked as a greenkeeper – at Las Brisas on the Costa del Sol, and at La Cala de Mijas in the Province Malaga. Later, I applied for the Scholarship of Valderrama where the owner, Don Jaime Ortiz Patiño, provided the financial support enabling me to study at Michigan State University. In America, at the Atlantic Athletic Club, Georgia I was also fortunate to meet another major influence on my life, the world-renown agronomist Ken Mangum. I worked with him for two years.
3 When was the Federation’s greens section opened and how many people does it employ?
I was invited to take the job ten years ago and, since then, we have built up the team to 15 seven of whom, like me, have studied at Michigan State University. Nowadays there are many skills to learn. You have to be multi-skilled and change with the times. Understanding the game and players’ demands, knowing how to work to budgets, which are getting ever tighter, how to manage people, and how to communicate. These are all now a part of the job.
4 When courses contact you for help what is your plan of action?
I visit the course and look at every aspect of the operation, including the irrigation system, machinery, the programme for fertilisation and maintenance, and how the employees work. I then establish why the course is having the particular problem that has been reported and produce a report recommending a solution and programme for improvement. The Federation is an independent body with no links to individual suppliers so our clients know that, in the case of products we recommend, they are the ones we firmly believe are right for the job. 
5 Are you currently involved with courses on the Costa Blanca?
We have worked with many courses in the area and at the moment we are at Don Cayo, Manises and a new pitch and putt course in Elche. Earlier this year the PGA European Tour staged the Spanish Open at El Saler, where we worked to produce the course in its best possible condition for the tournament.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We also advised La Sella before and during the four years it staged the Ladies European Nations Cup. It is a fine course and I hope the competition will return there in the not too distant future. Others golf course we have been involved are; Javea, Foressos, Costa Azahar, etc.
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