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Message from the Taoiseach Enda Kenny T.D.

Many congratulations from the Irish Presidency of the Council of the EU
on this important moment for golf in the European Union.

| am delighted that golf associations and stakeholders from across
Europe are coming together to share best practice at European level.

In Ireland golf has long been recognised for its social, economic and
environmental impact. Ireland is a place where golf is truly accessible to
all and the Irish golf club is at the heart of many Irish communities.
Sports tourism from overseas, including golf, contributes over €200
million annually to the Irish economy and generates almost 3000 jobs. |
am pleased that these and other issues for the development of golf will
be addressed at this week's event in Brussels. As a keen golfer myself, |
know that golf has the potential to become a sport accessible to all
European citizens with clear benefits for individual health, for vibrant
communities, and for thriving businesses.

This year we are hosting ‘The Gathering’ a year long festival of all that is
great about Ireland. We are encouraging those with Irish connections or
none at all to visit us and sample our culture, our music, our festivals.
We have some of Europe’s finest courses, our wonderful Links are world
renowned, our Parkland courses are some of the best you will find - and
all at very competitive prices. | know that you will enjoy them. You are
guaranteed a ‘Cead Mile Failte’ - a Hundred Thousand Welcomes.

With my very best wishes,
O

enny T.D. N\
Taoiseach J

Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2.
Office of the Taoiseach, Government Buildings, Dublin 2.




golf: A european success

An interactive happening in the European Parliament

under the patronage of the Irish Presidency,
supported by the European Parliament Friends of Sport and

[image: image10.jpg]


hosted by the European Parliamentarians Golfing Society
Brussels, May 7 to 8, 2013

The following is a brief summary of events.
1. Breakout Sessions on 7 May
The three Breakout Sessions were held through the morning and were attended by approximately 70 delegates, with standing room only.  They involved people from golf, the European Parliament, the European Commission, non-government organisations and journalists.  A delegate list is available in Appendix 1 to this report.
European Golf and the Environment Breakout Session

Chaired by James Elles (MEP and Chair European Parliamentarians Golfing Society), with a panel comprised of Stig Persson (Member of the European Golf Association Golf Course Committee and immediate past-Chairman of the Federation of European Golf Greenkeepers Associations), Sophie Auconie (MEP, Member European Parliament Environment Committee and Vice-Chair European Parliament Friends of Sport), Chris Boyd (European Commission DG Environment), Jonathan Smith (CEO, Golf Environment Organization) and Paul Eliaerts (Flemish Administration of Sport, BLOSO).
[image: image11.wmf]This session covered the opportunities for golf to reduce its use of resources, notably water.  There was a call for golf to be innovative in its use of water and to lead on other environmental issues.  A clear opportunity for golf to become a part of the urban social and environmental fabric was identified and the game’s efforts to achieve this were recognised and encouraged, but all must come up to the standard of the best.

It was reported that priorities for the EU’s 7th Environment Action Programme are being finalised, which will form much of the EU’s strategy up to 2020 and maintain the EU’s position of being a world leader in environmental matters.

Golf needs to embrace sustainability and examples of leadership were given, such as the International Golf Federation’s statement and the European Institute of Golf Course Architect’s Continued Professional Development programme.

Golf’s environmental credentials need to be credible, with an industry strategy, and a lot of high level action has been accomplished in recent years.  The main task for the next 5 years should be to get people on the ground embracing this.

The panelist from Flanders outlined a process of engagement in their region which had accelerated decisions on golf developments based on technical input to the planning process, democratisation of the sport and golf facilities being open to other forms of recreation.  Since 2002, the work of the Flemish Golf Federation has received Government subsidy and one of the main aims of golf being the 2013 ‘Sport of the Year’ in Flanders is to increase participation.

Open discussions highlighted:

· the need for advanced notice of legislation so that golf can adjust its practices

· the need for the same standards of national implementation of Directives, but with flexibility to acknowledge the different needs for water, pesticides, etc., across the range of climates and cultures in Europe

· delegates from England and France gave examples of their leadership on environmental matters

· golf can provide positive messages as to its contribution to national economies and environmental protection but these are not always taken on board when other political pressures come to bear

· it was countered that often golf’s positive contributions are outweighed by it being seen as a sport for the privileged

· EGA strategy is being finalised with the environment a major focus, but economic and social issues are considered bigger problems at the moment

· one issue the EU will be bringing to the table in the future is how should we take biodiversity and ecosystem services into account in decision making for general planning at EU and national level.  Golf has a massive opportunity to contribute and benefit from this
· golf has a problem in its messaging and in getting good grass root stories into the public domain, with credibility based on evidence.  It was suggested that this process needs to start locally, which can be helped by opening up networks that lie outside the game.

The Social Dimension Breakout Session

Chaired by Santiago Fisas (MEP,  EP Rapporteur for EU sports policy), with a panel comprised of Marieke van Rhijn  (Board Member, Sustainable Golf, Netherlands Golf Federation), Tony Bennett  (Director of Education & Membership, PGAs of Europe) and Pedro Velazquez  Head of Unit (acting) for Sport, European Commission.

For the first time, the EU has a Competence in Sport.  The social benefits of golf were outlined:

· a sport for all

· social cohesion

· life skills

· health benefits

· charitable contributions

· social interaction

· use of volunteers.
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The Netherlands Golf Federation Committed to Seniors, Youth and Family (and a Girls programme) were outlined as a means of giving physical and mental health a focus and broadening golf’s social inclusion.
Social inclusion is a major issue for Politicians when it comes to golf.  The game has an opportunity to feed into policy, for example in education and training.

When asked if sport, and specifically golf, should be introduced into schools, the MEPs advised that this was a matter for Member States and that they would not want to interfere with the national process.

The EU “Week of Sport” in 2014 was mentioned.  This will encourage facilities to be open to all, provide a discount for participation, encourage academic discussions around sport and encourage support for the programme from major sports.  Golf was encouraged to get involved.

Examples of junior programmes working with schools in Flanders, France, the Netherlands and Scotland were noted.  The EGA stated that it should play a coordinating role to share good practice.

Social inclusion will be helped by taking golf to the people by developing more urban courses on land not fit for other purposes.  The EU was asked if it would support such development.  The MEPs response was that they can create the conditions by which Member States and Local Authorities can make decisions that favour sports.  It will be up to golf to make its case in that money is better invested in golf than other sports.
It was commented that the next generation need to be inspired to be part of golf.

The European Qualifications Framework sets minimal standards of qualification for professions to enable freedom of movement.  Golf has to set the standards, with each Member State providing a verification system.  The ‘Golf Stand’ project, with funding from the Leonardo da Vinci programme, has set four occupational standards for jobs open to golf professionals and coaches.
The Economic Dimension Breakout Session
Chaired by Toine Manders (MEP, Member European Parliamentarians Golfing Society), with a panel comprised of Lodewijk Klootwijk  (Member of the European Golf Association Golf Course Committee and Director, European Golf Course Owners Association), Alexandra Almeida  (Director, Department of Sustainability & Planning, Portuguese Golf Federation), Tavish Scott  (Member Scottish Parliament for Shetland) and Pedro Velazquez  (Head of Unit (acting) for Sport, European Commission).
Golf needs to get people to spend more time and money.  There are real opportunities by encouraging more children and women to play and increasing participation rates, which vary across Europe from as low as 0.5% of the population.
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The global recession has hit golf but the game appears to be in a good position to take advantage of economic recovery.

The discrepancy in VAT payable by member and proprietary clubs, and the variation across Member States, was discussed.  This was, again, considered a national issue but it was suggested that golf uses the positive numbers, as shown in the presentation, to influence national politicians.

To increase participation, it was suggested that golf needs to:

· lower entrance barriers

· provide a more welcoming environment for newcomers, juniors and women.  The Danish Golf Union reported on Open Days which have been running for 8 years, with 150 clubs involved this year, and which attracted 7,000 visitors from which the game achieved 2,000 new members

· offer options for a less time-consuming game, e.g. French urban golf

· take golf to the people.  The NGF in France takes golf into public arenas such as supermarkets and schools, a policy which has resulted in a 25% increase in new golfers to the French market.

Golf tourism in Europe is strong but faces more competition from other destinations.  Prices are being forced up because of government policies and the game needs to lobby and makes its case before decisions are made.  Again, the importance of engagement with national government, with facts and figures on the benefits of golf, was emphasised.

There is a need to identify all of the obstacles to participation in the game in each country, as they could well be different from nation to nation.  Those wanting to play, but who do not, need to be asked what is stopping them from participating.

In Germany there is no public funding for golf and it is believed that this is one reason for a lack of a public connection with the game.

With golf now back as an Olympic sport, this and other high profile events such as the Ryder Cup will provide great show cases for the game.

Tavish Scott asked what don’t politicians get about an industry that is growing?  The Open Championship brings €100 million to the regional economy.  Big events are prestigious for the country and for politicians.  The Scottish Golf Union is undertaking research on the financial value of the game to the Scottish economy.  Golf needs these numbers to promote the game to politicians.  For every €1 golf tourists spend on the game, they spend €3 in the local community.  Golf is an economic multiplier. The SGU’s ClubGolf junior programme is so good it has survived a change in government.  In getting its messages across, golf needs to be more confident and on the front foot.  

The images of a dry golf course, not a green one during the 2006 Open Championship at Hoylake gave a positive environmental message.  However, many golfers still believe that green is good.
Sport is a big sector in Europe, as large as agriculture, forestry and fishing, and it should have a strong voice if it delivers the right messages backed up with good data.  Its strength is in grass roots sport, with 81% of its finance coming from this source and 19% from big events.
2. Opening of the Exhibition on 7 May
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Over 100 people attended the opening of the Exhibition; delegates from the Breakout Sessions joined by MEPs and other residents of the Parliament.
The Master of Ceremony, James Elles (MEP, President EPGS) welcomed everyone and then asked Doris Pack (MEP, Chair – Culture & Education Committee) to deliver a message from the President of the Parliament, 
Martin Schulz, and to give her own personal welcome.  A transcript of the President’s message is available in Appendix 2 to this report.
A message of welcome from Androulla Vassiliou (European Commissioner for Education, Culture, Multilingualism and Youth), was then delivered by Pedro Velazquez, European Commission Head of Unit (Acting) for Sport.  A transcript of Ms Vassiliou’s message is available in Appendix 3 to this report.
Antti Peltoniemi (President of the EGA) responded with an expression of thanks and then the Solheim and Ryder Cups were presented to the audience.
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Alison Nicholas (Captain of the 2011 European Solheim Cup Team) gave a stirring speech about her life in golf and what it meant to compete in the Solheim Cup and then Captain a winning team.

Ivan Khodabakhsh (CEO Ladies European Tour) talked about women’s golf at the highest level and the opportunities the game presents to all.

Fredrik Lindgren (Head of the European Tour Performance Institute) then delivered a message from Paul McGinley (Captain of the 2014 European Ryder Cup Team).  This message can be read in Appendix 4 of this report.
Final remarks from James Elles concluded with an invitation for the audience to have their picture taken with the Cups and a lesson from the Exhibition-resident PGA qualified professional.
3. The Exhibition on 7 and 8 May
The messages portrayed on the Exhibition walls and postcards were well received, with many positive comments made by visitors.

A personal message from the Taoiseach of Ireland (representing the Irish Presidency of the EU), Enda Kenny, was received on 8 May and this is available in Appendix 5 of this report.

Over 150 people had their photograph taken with the Ryder and Solheim Cups.  Many others used their own cameras and mobile phones to take pictures.  There were one or two who took photographs of the Cups but did not want to be photographed with them due to the negative perceptions of golf in their country.
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The two PGA qualified professionals, Tony Bennett and Yuri Tadiotto were kept busy giving instruction to visitors to the Exhibition.

More information on the EGA GCC and the contribution of golf to the European economy, environment and society can be found at europeangolf.eu 
Appendix 1. Delegate list.
	Name
	Organisation
	Position

	Pieter Aalders
	Dutch Turfgrass Research Foundation
	Chairman

	Manuel Agrellos
	Portuguese Golf Federation
	President

	Paul Armitage
	EGCOA 
	Treasurer 

	Morten Backhausen
	Danish Golf Union
	Director

	William Beck
	Malta Golf Federation
	 

	James Beckman
	Golf Club d’Hulencourt
	Honourable Secretary

	Bendt Bendtsen
	Danish Parliament
	Member of the Conservative Party

	Tony Bennett
	PGA's of Europe
	Director of Education & Membership

	Alexandra Almeida
	Portuguese Golf Federation
	Sustainability & Development Coordinator

	Chris Boyd
	European Commission
	Policy Officer

	Tony Bozzi
	EGA GCC
	Chairman

	Eddie Bullock
	EB Golf Consultancy
	Owner 

	Ian Butcher
	WINSTONuniversity
	Director

	Xavier Champagne
	Backspin
	Owner

	Dean Cleaver
	FEGGA
	Executive Officer

	Soren Clemmensen
	Danish Golf Union
	President

	Wendy Cole
	The R&A
	Secretary to the Director - Golf Course Management

	Stephane Coste
	Open Golf Club - Hotel Golf Resorts
	President

	David Croxton
	England Golf
	Board Director

	Donato di Ponziano
	PGAs of Europe
	Honorary President Elect

	Robert Donkers
	European Commission
	Adviser to the Director General focusing on Urban Environment

	Amanda Dorans
	Loch Lomond Golf Club
	Greenkeeper/Environmental Officer

	Dominic Doyle
	ALDE Group in the European Parliament
	Intranet and Social Media manager

	Michel Dupon
	European Commission
	DG Trade

	Christian Ehlers
	European Union Golf Club
	Secretary of the Golf Club

	James Elles
	European Parliament
	MEP

	Paul Eliaerts
	Flemish Golf Union
	 

	Simon Elsworth
	Syngenta
	Head EAME Turf & Landscape

	Gonzaga Escauriaza
	Royal Spanish Golf Federation
	President

	Santiago Fisas
	European Parliament
	MEP

	Matt Foley
	Power Tee (Golf-Tech) Ltd
	Sales Director  


	David Gomez
	EGA GCC
	Committee Member

	Hamish Grey
	Scottish Golf Union
	Chief Executive

	Kurt-Dieter Grill
	Dept of Golf in the Ass’n for Sport of the Federal Parliament of Germany
	Chairman/Captain

	Michael Hamell
	European Commission
	Director General Environment

	Kevin Hart
	Club Car 
	Sales Director Golf

	Thomas Hasak
	Golf Course Owner´s Association of Germany, Austria and Switzerland
	Managing Director

	Richard Heath
	EGA
	General Secretary

	Hoeberigs
	European Commission
	Principal Tourism & Sports

	Steve Isaac
	EGA GCC
	Secretary

	Caroline Jacobsson
	BirdLife Europe
	Head of Communications and Marketing

	Dirk Jan Vink
	Dutch Owners Association
	Board

	Libor Jirasek
	EIGCA
	Council Member

	Ivan Khodabakhsh
	Ladies European Tour
	Chief Executive Officer

	Jerry Kilby
	EGA GCC
	Committee Member

	John King
	EGCOA
	Project Manager 

	Lubos Klikar
	Czech Golf Federation
	General Secretary

	Dino Klisovic
	Croatian Golf Federation
	Board of Directors Chairman

	Lodewijk Klootwijk
	EGA GCC
	Committee Member

	Zdenek Kodejs
	Czech Golf Federation
	President

	Fredrik Lindgren
	The European Tour
	Head of European Tour Performance Institute

	Peter Linton
	Burson-Marsteller
	Managing Director, Public Affairs

	Andre Mambourg
	European Commission
	 

	Stefano Manca
	Italian Golf Federation
	Secretary General

	Toine Manders
	European Parliament
	MEP

	Colin Mayes
	UKGCOA
	Chairman

	Gordon McKillop
	STRI
	Chief Executive

	Lawrie McLaren
	Burson-Marsteller
	Chair, Corporate Responsibility

	Chris Morton
	Damme & Winge Golf & Country Clubs
	Managing Director

	Jacky Moulingneau
	Golf Federation Flanders
	President

	Christian Moyson
	Royal Belgian Golf Federation
	General Secretary

	Tom Mulder
	Agenda Online B.V.
	Founder and owner

	Marco Natale
	Club Car 
	Leader EMEIA

	Alison Nicholas
	Ladies European Tour
	Solheim Cup


	Rasto Nichta
	The Toro Company
	Director, Europe, Middle East and Africa

	Frank O'Dowd
	Intergolf International
	Managing Director

	Antti Peltoniemi
	Finnish Golf Union
	 

	Les Perchevski
	Macedonian Golf Federation
	President

	Jerome Pero
	Federation of the European Sporting Goods Industry
	 

	Stig Persson
	EGA GCC
	Committee Member

	Marijan Pop-Angelov
	Macedonian Golf Federation
	Secretary

	Rainer Preissmann
	EIGCA
	Immediate Past President

	Thorkild Rasmussen
	European Union Golf Club
	Captain

	Joachim Reinmuth
	EGA GCC
	Committee Member

	Philip Russell
	The R&A
	Manager - Golf Course Affairs

	Geoffrey Russell
	Golf Business News.com
	Publisher

	Graeme Rutjes
	Dutch Golf Course Owners Association
	Board Member

	Jean-François Schock
	Jeffix Concept
	 

	Eicko Schulz-Hanßen
	German Golfers Association
	Vice President

	Tavish Scott
	Scottish Parliament
	MSP for Shetland

	Jeremy Slessor
	EGA GCC
	Committee Member

	Joris Slooten
	Dutch Turfgrass Research Foundation
	Treasurer

	Julian Small
	Wentworth
	Chief Executive

	Jonathan Smith
	Golf Environment Organization
	Chief Executive

	Roland Specker
	Ladies European Tour
	Board Member

	Alexander Spoercken
	EGCOA 
	President 

	Koenraad Suijk
	 
	Photographer

	Yuri Tadiotto
	PGA
	Professional

	Guy van Doorslaer
	EGMF aisbl  
	Secretary General 

	Kris van Ingelgem
	Antwerp Golfschool
	Owner, Club Manager

	Marieke van Rhijn
	Dutch Golf Federation
	Board Member

	Pim van Rooijen
	Golfers Magazine & GOLFjournaal
	Staff Writer

	Piet Vandenbussche
	Golf.be - 1up management and consultancy
	General Manager

	Emmanuel Veillas
	GEGF
	Delegate for Environment

	Marc Verneirt
	Golf Federation Flanders
	Secretary General

	Knud David 
	European Parliament
	Secretary-Coordinator EPGS

	Hubertus 
	WINSTONuniversity
	CEO


	Aston Ward
	PGAs of Europe
	Communications Manager

	Klaus Welle
	European Parliament
	Secretary General

	Paul Wesel
	NVG/Landgoed Bergvliet
	Treasurer, Director

	Florus Wijsenbeek
	European Parliament
	Honorary President of the EPGS

	Bob Williams
	GCMA
	Chief Executive

	Roddy Williams
	European Tour
	Managing Editor, europeantour.com and rydercup.com

	Marta Zoladz
	Burson-Marsteller
	 


Appendix 2.  President of Parliament, Martin Schulz’s message.
“Dear Golfers, Dear Doris, Dear James,

Golf truly is a European success story - from its origins in Scotland to a worldwide sporting phenomenon. 

It's not often you see the EU flag being waved wildly and passionately.  But at the Ryder and Solheim Cups thousands of Europeans do exactly that.  And what a remarkable sight it was!  Let me congratulate the Ryder Cup Captain Jose Maria Olazabal and his team on his outstanding success in Chicago.  It was truly one of the greatest sporting come backs of all time.  Alison Nicholas, who captained the European upset of the American women in the 2011 Solheim Cup in Ireland deserves our warm support. Such European successes could serve as an inspiration to other sports - why not a European football team one day?

Yet golf is not only about the elite level.  More than 7 million European golfers, literally at the grass-roots level, strive for a success in the most challenging of sports.  

Undoubtedly, the popularity of the sport is growing in Europe and around the World including being reinstated for the 2016 Summer Olympics in Rio.  

Under the esteemed patronage of the European Parliamentary Golfing Society, you will be highlighting golf’s contribution to Europe in economic, environment and social and sporting terms.  

It is estimated that the golf industry contributes €15billion to the European economy annually and there are more than 6000 courses in Europe, up to 70% of the area of which can be used for habitat creation.

The game contributes towards local communities through then supply chains it uses and the fact that golf employs over 180,000 full-time equivalent people across Europe, with golf courses paying their staff a total of €3.69 billion.  Golf is also one of the major donors to European charities, making an annual contribution of not less than €85 million.

 

The exhibition highlights the challenges that golf faces including protecting biodiversity, ensuring sustainable water management and widening its base of players.

Let me congratulate you all, especially James Elles and Doris Pack on this exhibition and welcome you all to the European Parliament. 

Appendix 3. European Commissioner for Education, Culture, Multilingualism and Youth, Androulla Vassiliou’s message.
Appendix 4.  Captain of the 2014 European Ryder Cup Team, Paul McGinley’s message.
“The Ryder Cup is unique in many ways but one of the most important for our Continent is the fact that it represents the only occasion that athletes, from any mainstream sport, unite under the banner of Europe, which creates a truly special atmosphere.
 
Although I compete in an individual sport, I am passionate about the arena of team golf. I relished my three Ryder Cup appearances as a player and I know the players who will make up my European team at Gleneagles next September will share that same enthusiasm and excitement.
 
Golf, as a pastime in its own right, has so much to offer. Played outdoors, the health and exercise benefits are obvious while the manners and etiquette the game demands also stands young people in good stead for their journey through life.
 
Furthermore, at an elite level such as The Ryder Cup, I am proud of the economic and social legacy the event leaves behind for host venues while at the same time recognising and embracing the needs of the environment.”
Appendix 5.  The Taoiseach of Ireland, Enda Kenny’s message.
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