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To:		European Federations
From:  		European Tour/European Challenge Tour
Date:  		17th January 2013

RE:  		Category 5 European Tour – National Rankings and Amateurs


Objective
To improve the playing opportunities of Category 10 and 11 players so that they are given an acceptable platform to compete with those players ranked above them for a full exemption in the following season.  This is in acknowledgement of the fact that an increase in the number of limited field and co-sanctioned tournaments on the European Tour has reduced the overall number of playing opportunities in a Season.  

Principle
To reduce the number of exempt places above Categories 10 and 11.  (The European Tour have already implemented reductions in the length of winners exemptions across all the winners categories and most recently agreed a reduction from the top 115 to the top 110 players from the Race to Dubai  (including Affiliates).  This is still not enough to address the poor opportunities in these lower Categories and the Tour Executive is committed to trying to agree with their board and committee further reductions down to ultimately the top 100 from the Race to Dubai in the next few years.

Proposal to be introduced in the 2014 Official Season for  FULLY SANCTIONED EUROPEAN TOUR TOURNAMENTS ONLY  (based on 2013 Category numbers) 

By merging all of the top 15 graduates from the Challenge Tour into one Category that will not be re-ranked with the Qualifying School graduates and also promoting the 16th -30th placed players from the Challenge Tour to be in the same Category as the 111-125th placed players from the Race to Dubai, the Tour have given we believe a very strong statement of support for the Challenge Tour and therefore the Federations interests for 2014.  Furthermore we believe it very much in our mutual interest to (as described above) give the best possible access to emerging players who have achieved a Category 10, 11 or even 12 on the European Tour.  We are therefore looking for your support to adopt the following changes to Category 5 which will be significant in helping to achieve this goal.
These changes reflect the view that the priority in terms of including National players in a field should be given to those Tour Members from the hosting Nation that are not exempt into the tournament. 

Professionals:
Category 5(a) – For full field tournaments, including those in the British Isles and Ireland, a maximum of three players from the top 15 of the relevant Order of Merit.

Category 5(b) – Up to a maximum of a further 5 National Players, who will be those Ranked Members of the European Tour from the hosting Nation in Categories 1 – 11 who are not otherwise exempt into the tournament week selected in Ranking Order. (If there are less than 5 such players, the remaining spots will return to the European Tour).

NB. (1) If the agreed field size due to daylight restrictions is less than 156 then the above figures will be adjusted on a pro-rata basis.

NB. (2) If entries go below Category 14, field sizes will be firstly reduced to 144. Thereafter and taking into consideration the wishes of the tournament, either (a) additional National places  and tournament invites will be made available alternately, (b) entries will be extended into the Challenge Tour Categories or (c) a combination of both (a) and (b) may be implemented.

Amateurs: 
For Non National Opens - 1 amateur. (A further one amateur can be included as one of the tournament invitations if required).  For National Opens - 2 amateurs with one further amateur if such amateur features within the top 100* of the World Amateur Golf Rankings as of a cut -off date to be determined.  (A further one amateur can be included as one of the tournament invitations if required).
* This figure is very provisional and along with the cut-off date requires further consideration and debate with the relevant bodies.

Qualifying events:
If a tournament prefers to run a qualifying event to which all European Tour Ranked Members are eligible to participate, then 4 places can be offered at this qualifying in place of the spots otherwise available in Category 5(b). If the amateur spots are to be included within the qualifier then 1 place can be offered from the qualifier for Non National Opens and 3 places can be offered for National Opens.  If tournament invitations or indeed the 3 places in 5(a) are to be included within the qualifier there is no restriction on this up to the agreed number for the event. 
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